THE LIFE OF ST CUTHBERT
BY BEDE
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The prologue of the blessed priest Bede to the life of
St Cuthbert.

and also to the whole congregation of brethren who serve
Christ on the island of Lindisfarne, Bede, your faithful
fcllow-servant, sends greetng. ‘

Since, beloved friend:s, you have bidden me put, as is cus-
tomary, some kind of preface to the book which I have
composed, at your rcquest, concerning the life of our father
Cuthbert of blessed”memory, that thereby all readers mighe
sce your will and plcasure as well as my brotherly assent and
obedience thereto, 1 decided in the prefatory chapter to remind
you who know, and to inform those readers who perchance do
not know, that I have not presumned to write down anything
concerning so great a man without the most 5 us investiga-
uon of the facts nor, at the end. to hand on whart I had written
10 be copied for general use, without the scrupulous examination
of crcdiElc withesscs. Nay rather, it was only after first dili-
gendy invesngating the beginning, the progress, and the end
of his most glorious life and acuvity, with the help of those
who knew him, that I began at last to set about making notes:
and I have decided occasionally 1o place the namnes of these my
authoritcs in the book itself, to show clearly how my knowledge
of the truth has been gamned. Further, when my litde work was
arranged, though sdll kept in the form of notes, I often showed
what I had written both to our most reverend brother, the priest

To the holy and most blessed father, Bishop Eadfrith,

* Hercfrith, when he came hither, and ‘to others who had lived

some considerable dme with the man of God and were fully

conversant with his life, so that they might read and revise 1t

at their leisure; and 1 diligendy amended some things in accor-
dance with their Jjudgment, as seemed good to them. And thus
I made it my bustness to put down on parchment the results of
my ngorous inv_cstigadon of the wruth, expressed in simple
language quite free from all obscurites and subtlenes, and to
bring what was written into the presence of your brotherhood,
n order that 1t might be corrected if false, or, if true, approved
by the authority of your judgment. And when I had done this
with the help of the Lord, and my littde work had been read

for two days before the elders and t/c';_x_c‘b_qgmoff ‘your_congre—

cxaminaton, no word of any sort was found which had to be
changed, but everything that was written was pronounced by
common consent to be, without any question, worthy of being
rcad, and of being delivered to those whose pious zeal moved
them to copy it. But, consultng together in our presence,
you brought forward many other facts concerning the life and
virtues of the blessed man no less important than those which
we have written down, which well deserved to be mentioned
it it had not scemed scarcely fitdng and proper to insert new

gadon and carefully weighed in every detail under your

~ matter or add to a work which was planned and complete.

Furthermore 1 have thought you should be reminded of thar
which will crown your kindness, so that, Just as I myself did
not delay to fulfil with promptitude the task which you thought
fit to lay upon my obedience, so you also may not be slow to
grant me the reward of your intercession: but reading the
same book, and by the pious memory of the holy father

uplifung your hearts to a more cager desire for the heavenly
kingdom, you may remember also to intercede with the divine
clemency on behalf of one so insignificant, that I may be worthy,
now, with a pure heart to lon for, and hereafter, in perfect
bliss, *“to see the goodness ofg the Lord in the land of the
living”. Morcover when 1 am dead, deign to pray for the
redemption of my soul, and to celebrate masses as though 1
belonged to your family and houschold, and to inscribe my
name among your own. For, most holy bishop, you remember
that you have already pronused me this, and, in wimess to
my future enrolment, you gave orders to our pious brother
Guthfrith the sacrist that he should even now place my name
in the register of your holy congregation. You should also
know, hoil'sfathcr, that the life of this same father of ours, the
beloved of God, which 1 have given you in a prose version, |
also formerly produced, at the request of some of our brethren,
in heroic verse, somewhat shorter indced, but similarly arranged:
if it would pleasc you to have it, you can obtain a copy from
us. In the preface of that work, 1 promised that I would write
more fully on another occasion about his life and miracles,
and in the present work I am striving to fi
mise, so far as the Lord permits. So | pray on our behalf, my
beloved brethren and masters, that the almighty Lord may
vouchsafe to keep you in perfect blessedness. Amen.

at same pro-



Cuarter . How Cuthbert, the child of God, was warned
by an infant and his bishopric foretold

The prophet Jeremiah consccrates for us the beginning of our
account of the lifc and miracles of the blessed father Cuthbert
when, praising the hermit’s state of perfecdon, he says: “It is
good for a man to have borne the yoke in his youth; he shall
sit in solitude and be silent because he will raise himself above
himself.” For being stirred up by the sweemess of this blessing,
Cuthbert the man of God submitted his neck from early youth
to the yoke of monastc discipline; and at a favourable oppor-
tunity, he also took to the hermit’s way of life, rejoicing to sit
in solitude for no short ume, and, for the sake of the sweemess
of divine contemplation, to be silent and to hear no human
speech. But in orscr that he might be able to do these things
in his later years, the heavenly grace had urged him licde
by little into the way of truth, from the carliest years of his
boyhood. For up to th€ eighth year of his age, which is the end
of infancy and the beginning of boyhood, he could devote his
mind to nothing but the games and wantonness of children,
so that 1t could be testified of him as of the blessed Samuel:
“*Now " Cuthbert *did not yet know the Lord, ncither was
the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.” This was spoken
as a prelude to the praise of his boyhood, for, when he became
older, he was to know the Lord perfectly and o reccive the
word of the Lord. when once the cars of his heart had been

opened. Therefore, as we have said, he amused himself with 7

noisy games, and further, as was natural at his age, he loved to
be m'%FE\company of children and delighted to join in their
play. And because he was agile by nature and quick-witted,
he very often used to prevail over his rivals in play, 56 that
someumes, when the rest were dred, he, being sull untred,
would triumphantly look round to sce whether any of them
were willing to contend with him again. Whether they were
Jumping or running or wrestling or excrcising their limbs in
any other way, he used to boast that he had beaten all who were
« his equals in age and even some who were older. For when he
was a child he understood as a child, he thought as a child;
but after he became a man, he put away childish things entirely.
And indeed the divine providence at first deigned to check the
exuberance of his childish mind by means of a firting teacher.
For Bishop Trumwine of blessed memory used to relate what
had been told him by Cuthbert himself, how on a certain day.
a large crowd of bovs in a field were engaged 1n the usual
contests and he himselt was present: in accordance with the
usual thoughtlessness of children at play, most of them were

twistng their limbs into various unnatural contortions, when
suddenly one of the Little ones, apparently hardly three years
old, runs up to him and begins to exhort him with the graviry
of an old man not to induigc in_idlc games but rather stead-
fastly to control both mind and linbs. When Cuthbert scorns
his warnings, he throws himiself on the ground, wailing and
bedewing his face with tecars. The rest run up to him to console
him, but he persists in his weeping. They ask him what is the
rcason why he is suddenly overcome with such grief. But when
Cuthbert begins to console him he exclaims at length: ** Why,
O Cuthbert, most holy bishop and priest, do vou do these

things so contrary to your nature and your rank? It is not
ficang for you to play among children when the Lord has
consccrated you to be a teacher of virtue even to your elders.”
The boy, being of a good disposition, listened to these words
with fixed attendon, and soothing the sorrowful infant with
kindly caresses, he forthwith gave up the idle games and.
returning home, he began from that time to be stcadier and
more mature in mind. That Spirit assuredly instructed his heart
from within, which had sounded in his ears from without
through the mouth of an infant. Nor need anyone wonder
that the wantonness of a child should be checked through
a child by the Lord who, when He wished, placed rational
words in the mouth of a dumb beast of burden to check the
madness of a prophet: and it has truly been said in praise of
Him that “out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise”.

CuarTER Il How he became lame as the result of a diseascd
knee and was promptly cured by the ministration of an angel

Truly “to everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance”’; that 1s, to him who hath the desire and love for
virtues, an abundance of them shall be granted by the heavenly
gift. For since Cuthbert, the child of the Lord, held fast with
diligent heart what he received by exhortatons through man,
he also carned the privilege of being comforted by seeing and
spcaking with an angel. For his knee was afflicted by a sudden
torment and began to swell into a painful tumour, so that
the sinews contracted in the knec; at first he cammed his foort
hanging lamely off the ground, and then, when the trouble
grew worsce, he was hardly able to walk at all. On a certam
day he had been carried outside by servants and was lying
the open air, when he suddenly saw a horseman coming from



afar, dressed in white robes and honourable of countenance,
and the horse, too, on which he sat was of incomparable grace.
He approached and saluted Cuthbert with gentle words and
then enquired, as 1f in jest, whether he was willing to minster
to such a stranger. But Cuthbert said: “*Most readily would
1 nisc and offer you devoted service, if 1 were not restrained by
the fetter of this weakness, the penalry for my sins. 1 have long
been afficted by this trouble of a swelling in the knee and no
doctor with all his care can heal me.” The stranger jumped
from his horse and examined the afflicted knee very carefully.
/Then he said: **Boil some wheaten flour in milk, spread thus
(pouldcc while hot upon the swelling, and you will be healed.”
With these words he mounted his horse and departed. Cuthbert

followed hiscommands and in a few days was healed. He recog-

nised that he who had given him this adwvi gel, sent
by Onc who once deigned to send the archangel Raphael 1o
cure the cyes of Tobias. And if it should seem incredible to
anyonc that an angel appeared on horseback, let him read the
history of the Maccabees in which angels on horseback are
said to have appeared 1o _defend Judas Maccabacus and the
temple itself. T

CuaPTER [II. How he changed the winds by prayer and brought
the rafts, which had been carried away, safe to land

From this ame the boy was wholly given to the Lord, and, as
he was afterwards wont to testfy to his friends, often prayed
to the Lord when surrounded by difficuldes and was counted
worthy to be defended by angelic assistance; and moreover,
because he prayed with kindly piery for others who were
placed in danger, he was heard by Him who is wont 0 hear
the cry of the poor and to “deliver him out of all his troubles”.
Now there is a monastery not far from the mouth of the Tyne,

on the south side, filled with a noble company, in those days
of men but now, changed like all else by tme, of virgins who

serve Christ. Now once these same servants of Christ were
bringing from afar in rafts, along the bosom of the river, wood
suitable for the use of the monastery. They had already in
their course reached a point opposite the same monastery, and
were auempung to bring their rafts to land, when lo ! a sudden
storm of wind, arising from the west, dragged their rafts away
and began to carry them off towards the mouth of the nver.
When the brethren in the monastery saw this, they launched
some boats on the river and attempted to help those who were
toiling on the rafts, but they were overcome by the force of

(

the nver and the violence of the winds and could do nothing.
So, despairing of human help, they fled to the divine. Theretore,
while the rafts were drifting out to sca, they left the monastery
and, gathering on the nearest rock, they knelt down interceding
with God on behalf of those whom they perceived to be even
now m imminent risk of death. Burt though the answer to their
prayers was long delayed, it was by divine providence, in order
that it might be made plain how much virtue there was in
Cuthbert’s prayers. For on the other bank of the river stood
no small crowd of the common pcople, and he was standing
among them. These were wawching the rafts on which the
monks were sadly gazing, being carried so far out to sea that
they looked like five dny birds riding on the waves, for there
were five rafts. Thereupon they began to jeer at the monks’
manner of life, as if they were deservedly sufening, sceing
that they despised the common laws of mortals and put forth
ncw and unknown rules of life. Cuthbert stopped the insules
of the blasphemers, saying: **Brethren, what are you domg,
cunsing those whom you see being carried away even now to
destrucnon? Would it not be better and more kindly to_pray
to the Lord for their safery rather than to rejoice over their

dangers?” But they fumed against him with boorish minds and
boorish words and said: “’Let no man pray for them, and may
God have no mercy on any one of them, l{)j_ they have robbed
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is to be conducted, nobody knows.” When Cuthbert heard this
reply, he knelt down 1o pray to God, bending his head to the
ground, and immediately the violent wind turned about and
bore the rafts safe and sound to Jand, amid the rejoicings of
those who were guiding them, and left them in a convenient
place near the monastery itsclf. When the countryfolk saw
this, they were ashamed of their own unbelief, but forthwith
they duly praised the faith of the vencrable Cuthbert, and
thereafter never ccased to praise it. In fact a very worthy
brother of our monastery, (j:om whose lips I heard the story,
declared that he himself had often heard these things related
in the presence of many by onc of these same people, 2 man
of rusuc simplicity and absolutely incapable of invenung an
untruth.

Cuarter IV. How, being in the company of some shepherds, he
saw the soul of the holy Bishop Aidan carried 10 heaven by angels

Now when Christ, whose grace is the guide of the life of the
faithful, wished his servant to subject himself to the power of
a more rnigorous dispensation, and to carn the glory of a greater



reward, it happened that he was keeping the flocks committed
to hus care on some distant mountains. On a certain night while
his companions were slecping, he himself was keeping watch
and praying according to his custom, when he suddenly saw
a strcam of light from the sky breaking in upon the darkness
of the long night. In the midst of this, the choir of the heavenly
host descended to the earth, and taking with them, without

delay, a soul of exceeding brightness, rerurned to their heavenly
home. The youth beloved of God was strongly moved by this
vision to subject himself to the grace of spiritual discipline and
of caming everlasting life and happiness amid God's mighty
men, and immediately he gave praise and thanks to God and
also called upon his companions with brotherly exhortanon
to praise the Lord. *‘Alas,” said he, “ wretches that we are,
who are given up to sleep and sloth and are not worthy to
behold the glory of those servants of Christ who are ever
watchful. For I myself, though I was watching in prayer for
but a short part of the night, have nevertheless seen the wonders
of God. The gate of heaven was opened and the spirit of a
certain saint was conducted thither with an angelic retnue;
and while we dwell in utter darkness, he now, blessed for ever,
beholds the glory of the heavenly abode and Christ its King.
And indeed I think that it was either some holy bishop or some
specially distinguished man from among the number of the
faithful, whom I saw carried to heaven amid the splendour of
so great a light and accompanied by so many bands of angels.”
With these words Cuthbert, the man of the Lord, kindled the
hearts of the shepherds in no littde measure to the worship and
praisc of God. And in the moming, learning that Aidan,
bishop of the church at Lindisfarne, a man of specially great
virtue, had entered the Kingdom of Heaven at the very ume
when he had seen him taken from the body, Cuthbert forth-
with dclivered to their owners the sheep which he was tending
and decided to seek a monastery.

CuaprTER V. How, while he was on a journcy, he received
Jood through God's care

———

While, with diligent heart, he was now meditating entrance
into a swicter course of life, the heavenly grace was present
to confirm his spirit more resolutely in his decision and to
show, by manifest signs, that to those who seck the Kingdom
of God and His rightcousness, those things which appertain
to the nourishment of the body are added by the favour
of divine providence. For on a certin day, while he was

travelling alone, he turned at the third hour into a village some
distance away which he happened upon by chance. And he
cntered the house of a certain religious housewife, wishing to
rest there for a lictle and purposing to ask for food for the
horse on which he was riding, rather than for himself; for it
was the beginning of the winter season. The woman received
him kindly and eamnestly begged him to allow her to prepare
him a moming meal to refresh him. The man of God refused
saying, “I cannot eat yet because it is a fast day.” For it was
Friday, a'day on which most of the faithful are accustomed to
protract their fast undl the ninth hour out of reverence for the
passion of the Lord. The woman, being given to hospitality,
persisted in her entreades. *“Look”, she said, *you will find
no village and no human habitation on the road you are taking;
and you have a long journey before you, which you cannot
finish before sunset. So I pray you to accept food before you
sct out, so that you may not be compelled to fast the whole
day or even wait untl to-morrow.” But though the woman
urged him greatly, his love of religion overcame the urgency
of her enucaty, and he set out once more fasung, and fasted
the whole day undl evening. And when, with cvenng at
hand, he discovered that he could not finish the journey he
had undertaken on the same day, and that there were no

lodgings in the neighbourhood where he could stay, he suddenly
saw, as he made his way along, some shepherds’ huts close by,
which had peen roughly built during the summer time and
were then lying open and deserted. He entered one in order to
shelter there, and fastening to the wall the horse he had been
nding, he collected a bundle of sraw which the wind had
removed from the roof, and gave it to the horse to cat. He
himself began to spend the ume in prayer, when suddenly
in the midst of his psalm-singing, he saw the horse lift up its
head, seize the thatching of the house with its mouth and drag
it down. Amid the straw falling from the roof, he saw a folded
cloth fall as well; wishing to cEFsEBQE}MmErc certainly what it

“was, he drew near, when his prayer was finished, and found,

wrapped in the cloth, half a loaf sdll warm, and some meat,
sufficient for one meal for himself. Then he uttered praises
for the heavenly favours. *“Thanks be to God”, he said, *“ who
has deigned to provide a supper for me who am fasting out of
love for Him, and also for my comrade.” So he divided the
picce of bread which he found and gave half of it to the horse
and the rest he kept for his own food: and from that day he
became readicr than ever to fast, because indeed he understood
clearly that this food had been provided for him in a solitary



place, by the gift of Him who once for many days fed Elijah
in solitude, with food of the same kind, through the ministra-
dons of birds, there being no man there to minister to him.
“His cyes are upon them that fear Him and that hope in His
mercy, in order that He may snatch their soul from death and
feced them in 2 dme of famine™. These things a priest named
Ingwald, a monk of our monastery at Wearmouth, related that
he had heard from Cuthbert himself, who was then a bishop.
This Ingwald now, thanks to a lengthy old age, no longer
with carnal eyes gazes on things earthly, but rather, with a pure
heart, contemiplates things heavenly.

CHAPTER V1. What manner of tesn'mo:?r the holy man Boisil
gave to him in the spirit, as he came to the monastery, and how

he was received and lived there

Meanwhile the reverend servant of the Lord, having forsaken
the things of the world, hastens to submit to monastic discipline,
since he had been urged by the heavenly vision to seck the
joys of cternal bliss and to endure temporal hunger and thirst
for the Lord's sake as onc who had been invited to the heavenly
feasts. And though he knew that the church at Lindisfame
contained many holy men by whose learning and example he
might be instructed, yet learning beforehand of the fame of
the sublime virtues of the monk and priest Boisil, he preferred
to scck Melrose. And by chance it happened that, having
jumped down from his horse on reaching the monastery, and
being about to enter the church to pray, he gave both his horse
and the spear he was holding to a servant, for he bad not yet
put off his secular habit. Now Bosil him.f.clf, who was stzpdmg
at the gates of the monastery, saw him first; and forcxcmg in
spirit how great the man whom he saw was going to be in
his manner of life, he uttered this one sentence to those standing
by: *“Behold the servant of the Lord ! thereby imitating Him
who, looking upon Nathanael as he came towards Him, said:
*Behold an Israclite indced in whom there is no guile.” Thus
is wont to testify that pious and veteran servant and priest of
God, Sigfrith, who was standing with others near Boisi lnmsclf
when he said these words. Sigfrith was then 2 young man in
that monastery, having lcarned as yet only the first rudiments
of monasdc life; now he is 1n our monastery, namely Jarrow,
hiving the life of a perfect man in Chnst and, amid the feeble
sighs of his latest breath, thirsung for a joyful entry into another
Lte. Without saying more, Boisil forthwith kindly received
Cuthbert on his arnival, and when the latter had explained the

(

reason of his journey, namely that he preferred the monastery
to the world, Boisil still more kindly kept him. For he was the
prior of that same monastery. And after a few days, when Eata
of blessed memory arrived, who was then a priest and the
abbot of the monastery and afterwards both abbot and bishop
of the church at Lindisfarne, Boisil told him about Cuthbert,
declaring that his mind was well disposed, and obuained per-
mussion trom him for Cuthbert to receive the tonsure and to
join the fellowship of the brethren. And entering this monastery,
he sought at once to observe the rules of the regular life equally
with the other brethren, or even to excel them in zeal for
a stricter discipline, being more diligent in fact in reading and
working, in watching and praying. Moreover in accordance
with the example of Samson the strong, who was once a
Nazarite, he sedulously abstained from all intoxicants; but he
could not submit to such abstunence in food, lest he should
become unfitted for necessary labour. For he was robust of

body and sound in strength and fit for whatever labour he
cared to undertake.

Cuar1er VIL. How he entertained an angel and whilst seeking
to minister to him carthly bread, was thought worthy to be rewarded
by him with heavenly bread

Some years after, it pleased King Alhfrith for the redemption of
his soul to give Abbot Eata a certain place in his kingdom which
is called Ripon in which to build a2 monastery. This same abbot
took with hum certain of the brethren, amongst whom was
Cuthbert, and founded there the desired monastery, instituung
therein the same rules of discipline as were observed at Melrose.
Cuthbert, the servant of the Lord, was appointed guestmaster
and is said to have entertained in his guesthouse an angel of
the Lord who was sent to test his devotion. Going out in the
carly morning from the inner buildings of the monastery to
the guests’ chamber, he found a certain youth sitang within,
and, thinking that he was of the race of men, he speedily
welcomed him with his accustomed kindness. He gave him
water to wash his hands; he washed his feet and wiped them
with a towel and placed them in his bosom so as to chafe them
humbly with his hands; and asked him to wait undl the third
hour of the day and be refreshed with food, lest, if he went
away fasung, he might faint from hunger as well as from the
wintry cold. For he thought that the man had been ured both
by a night journcy and by the snow-laden winds, and that he
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had turned aside thither at dawn to rest. The youth refused,
answering that he would go quickly because the dwelling to
which he was hastening was very far away. But Cuthbert, after
he had asked him many umes, at length compelled him to
remain by adjunng him with the divine name; and as soon as
the prayers were finished at the third hour and the ame for
food had come, he placed a table before him and offered him
food to eat, saying: **I pray you, brother, refresh yourself while
I go and bring you a warm loaf, for I expect that they are now
baked.” But when he returned, he did not find the guest
whom he had left caung; he_scarched for his footsteps to

sec_whither he had gone, but he found none at all, though
fresh snow had covered the earth which would very easily
betray the steps of a person walking over it and would show
whither he had turned. The man of God was amazed and
wondering within himself concerning this event, he replaced
the table in the store-house. And as he entered, he immediately

encountered a wonderfully fragrant odour. Looking round

to sec whence so swect an odour had arisen, he saw near by
three warm loaves of unusual whiteness and excellence. And
trembling, he said to himself: “I see that it was an angel of
God whom I received and that he came to feed and not to be
fed. Bchold, he has brought loaves such as the earth cannot
produce; for they excel the lily in whiteness, the rose in
fragrance, and honey in taste. Hence 1t follows that they have
not come from this earth of ours but they have been brought
from the paradise of joy. Nor is it wonderful that he should
refuse to partake of our human feasts on earth, when he enjoys
the eternal bread of life in heaven.” And so the man of God,
being moved by the manifest virtue of this miracle, gave the
greater heed for this reason to works of virtue; and as his virtues
grew so also grew the heavenly grace. For from that ome he
was very often held worthy to see and ulk with angels, and
when hungry, to be refreshed by food prepared for him by the
Lord asa special gift. He was affable and pleasant in his manners,
and while for the most part he would relate the deeds of the
fathers who had departed as an cxample of godly living to
those sall alive, yet he was also wont to add in all humiliry
something about any spiritual gift which the heavenly grace
had bestowed on himself; someames he would do so openly,
but sometimes he would also be at pains to do this in a veiled
manner, as though it had happened to another person. Never-
theless those who heard understood that he was speaking of
himself after the example of the teacher of the Genules, who

now recounts openly his own virtues, and now speaks under
the guise of another person, saying: ‘I knew a man in Chnist
above fourteen ycars ago, such an onc caught up cven to the
third heaven”’, and so on.

X / ‘aapTER VIIL How Cuthbert was healed of sickness and how

Boisil, when he was about to die, prophesied things which were to
come to him

Meanwhile because the whole state of the world is frail and
unstable as the sea when a sudden tempest arises, the aforesaid
Abbot Eata with Cuthbert and other brethren whom he had
brought with him was driven home, and the site of the
monastery, which he had founded, was given to other monks
to dwell in. Yet this same champion of Christ did not change
his mind as a result of this change of place, nor abandon
his determination once taken to wage the heavenlv warfare;
but most diligently he paid heed both to the words and the
deeds of the blessed Boisil as he had been accustomed to do
before. At that time (as Herefrith, a priest who belonged to
his community and who was once abbot of the monastery
of Lindisfarne, testifies that Cuthbert was wont to relate), he
was stricken down with the plague which at that dme carried
off very many throughout the length and breadth of Britain.
Now the brethren of that monastery spent the whole night in
watching and praying for his life and safety; for they all thought
that inasmuch as he was a holy man, his continued presence
in the flesh was necessary to them. When one of them told
him about this in the morning—for they had done it without
his knowledge—he replied forthwith: *“And why do I lie here?
for doubtless God has not despised the prayers of so many good
men. Give me my staff and shoes.” And immediately he
arose and began to try to walk, leaning upon his staff; and as his
strength grew from day to day, he recovered his health; but
as the swelling which appeared in his thigh gradually left the
surface of his body, it sank into the inward parts and, throughout
almost the whole of his life, he continued to feel some inward
pains, so that, in the words of the apostle, *“strength was made
perfect in weakness™.

When the servant of the Lord, Boisil, saw that he had been
healed of his sickness, he said: ** You see, brother, that you have
been freed from the afflicion by which you were beset, and
I declare to you that you will not be stricken again nor will
you diec now: and at the same ume, since death is upon mc,



I admonish you to lose no opportunity of learning from me so
long as I am able to teach you. For not more than seven days
remain in which I shall have sufficient health of body and
strength of tongue to teach you.” Cuthbert, never doubting
the truth of his words, answered: ““And what, I ask you, is it
best for me to read, which I can yet finish in one week?” He
replied: “The evangelist John. Ihave a book consisting of seven
gatherings of which we can get through one every day, with the
Lord’s help, reading it and discussing it between ourselves so far
as is necessary.” They did as he said. They were able to finish
the reading so quickly because they dealt only with the simple
things of the “faith which worketh by love” and not decp
matters of dispute. So when the reading had been completed
in seven days, Boisil the man of the Lord, having been artacked
by this said discase, reached his last day and, having spent it
in great gladness, he entered into the joy of perpetual light.
It 1s said that he declared all Cuthbert’s future to him during
these seven days: for, as I have said, he was a prophet and 2 man
of marvellous sancuty. And in fact he had predicted this
virulent pestilence to his abbot Eata three years before it
appeared, and did not hide the fact that he himself would be
carried off by it; but he declared that the abbot himself would
not dic of this but rather of a discase which the doctors call
dysentery, and, as events proved, his prophecy was true. But

amongst other things, he suggested to Cuthbert that he would
be madeabishop. So, in after days, when he wasliving a hermit’s
life, Cuthbert would not tell anyone that Boisil had predicted
to him that he should be a bishop: but nevertheless, to the
brethren who someames visited him, he used to declare with
much sorrow: “Even if I could possibly hide myself in a any
dwelling on a rock, where the waves of the swelling ocean
surrounded me on all sides, and shut me in equally from the
sight and knowledge of men, not even thus should I consider
myself to be free from the snares of a decepave world: but even
there I should fear lest the love of wca.fth should tempt me
and somchow or other should snatch me away.”

CHAPTER IX. How Cuthbert was diligent in
the ministry of the word

So after the death of Boisil the priest beloved of God, Cuthbert
undertook the office of prior which we have mentoned before,
and, for a number of years, he was busy with spiritual works,
as befitted a holy man; and not only did he give the monastery

itself counsels concerning life under the rule and an example
of it, but he sought morcover to convert the neighbouring
Etoplc far and wide from a life of foolish habits to a love of

cavenly joys. For many of them profaned the faith they held
by wicked deeds, and some of themn also at the time of the plague,
forgettng the sacred mystery of the faith into which they had
been initated, took to the delusive cures of idolatry, as though
by incantadons or amulets or any other mysteries of devilish
art, they could ward off a blow sent by God the creator. So
he frequently went forth from the monastery to correct the
crrors of both kinds of sinners, sometimes riding on a horse
but more often going on foot, and came to the neighbouring
villages and preached the way of truth to these wanderers,
just as Boisil Ead been accustomed to do in his ame.

Now it was the custom at that dme amongst the English
people, when a clerk or a priest came to a village, for all to
gather together at his command to hear the word, gladly
listening to what was said, and still more gladly following up
by their deeds what they could hear and understand. So great
was Cuthbert’s skill in teaching, so great his love of dnving
home what he had begun to teach, so bright the light of his
angelic countenance, that none of those present would presume
to hide from him the secrets of his heart, but they all made
open confession of what they had done, because they thought
that these things could certainly never be hidden from him;
and they cleansed themselves from the sins they had confessed
by “fruits worthy of repentance,” as he commanded. Now he
was wont to penctrate those parts especially and to preach in
thosé villages that were far away on steep and rugged moun-
tains, which others dreaded to visit and whose poverty as well
as ignorance prevented teachers from approaching them. And
giving himscrf up gladly to this pious labour, he attended to
their instrucdon with such industry, that, leaving the monastery,
he would often not return home for a whole week, someames
cven for two or three wecks, and even occasionally for a full
month; but he would tarry in the mountains, summoning the
rustics to heavenly things by the words of his preaching as
well as by the example of his virtue.

CHAPTER X. How the animals of the sea, in which he had passed
the night in prayer, ministercd 1o him when he came out, and how
a brother who saw it, being ill through fear, was restored by his prayers

Now while the holy man was going from strength to strength
in that monastery by his signs and muracles, and the fame of
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his works had spread everywhere, there was a nun, a mother of
the handmaidens of Chnst, called Aebbe, who over the
monastery situated in a place called Coldingham, 2 woman
honoured among all as well for her piety as for her noble
birth, for she was own sister of King Oswiu. She sent to the
man of God asking that he would deign to visit her and her
monastery for the sake of exhorung them. Nor could he deny
the loving request of the handmaiden of God. So he came to
the place and remained there some days and opened up to them
all the path of righteousness about which he preached, as much
by his deeds as by his words. Now, according to his custom,
while the others were resting at night, he would go out alone
to pray, and after watching long throughout the dead of night,
he would return home just af the hour of common worship;
and on a ccrtain night one of the brethren of the same monastery,
sceing him go silentdy out, followed in his footsteps secretly,
secking to discover whither he meant to go and what he intended
to do. Cuthbert left the monastery with the spy following him
and went down to the sca, above whose shores the monastery
was built; going into the decp water undl the swelling waves
rosc as far as his neck and arms, he spent the dark hours of the
night watching and singing praises to the sound of the waves.
When daybreak was at hand, he went up on to the land and
began to pray once more, kneeling on the shore. While he
was doing this, there came forth from the depths of the sca
two four-footed creatures which are cammonly called otters.
These, prostrate before him on the sand, began to warm his
feet with their breath and sought to dry him with their fur,

"and when they had finished their ministrations they received

his blessing and slipped away into their nadve waters. He
forthwith returned home and sang the canonical hymns with
the brethren at the appointed hour. Meanume the monk who
stood watching him from the cliffs was stricken with such
deadly fear and weighed down with such distress, that he
could scarcely reach home with faltering footsteps; and in the
carly morning he approached Cuthbert and, stretching himself
on the ground, tearfully entreated his pardon for the guilt of
his foolish daring, not doubtng that Cuthbert knew what he
had done that night and why he was suffering. Cuthbert said
to him: ** What is the matter, brother? What have you done?
Have you attempted to view and spy upon my nightly journey?

_But I will grant you pardon for this fault only on one condiuon,

at you promisc you will not tell anyonc about what you

“have scen before my death.” In this command he followed the

~ example of Him who, when He showed the glory of His majesty
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to the disciples on the mount, said: ** Tell the vision to no man
undl the Son of Man be risen again from the dead.” So the
promisc being given, he blessed the brother, and freed him both
from the fault and from the affliction which he had so rashly
incurred; and the brother kept silence about the miracle he had
seen so long as Cuthbert was alive, but after the saint’s decath he
took care to tell it to many.

CuarTer XI. How he promised the sailors who were cut off by the
storm that the sea would be calm by a certain day, and how' his prayer
Jor food was answered

Mcanwhile the man of God began to grow strong 1n the spinit
of prophecy also, to foretell the future and to describe 1o those
with him events that were happening elsewhere. Now at
a certain ume, having left the monastery on account of some
necessity which arose, he came by boat to the land of the Picts
who are called Niduari, accompanied by two brethren, one of
whom afterwards became a priest. It was he who made known
to many the miracle which the man of God worked at that
placc. Now they came thither after Chrisunas day, expecang
that they would return quickly because the state both of the
winds and waves was favourable. For this reason, that is in
view of their carly return, they did not take provisions with
them. But things turned out very differently from what they
expected. For as soon as they reached land a fierce tempest
arosc, which endrely prevented their return. And so they
languished for some days amid the dangers of hunger and of
cold, but the man of God refused to spend this dme of leisure in
sluggish sloth or give himself up to idle slumber, choosing
rather to spend the night in prayer. Now when the most sacred
day of the Epiphany was at hand, he spoke to his companions
with persuasive words, for he was ofPa pleasant and kindly
disposition: ** Why, I ask, do we remain inactve and slothful
and not seek some way of safety in every direcdon? Lo! the
land 1s gnim with snow and the sky with clouds; the heavens
rage with adverse winds and the sca with waves. We ourselves
are in want and there 1s no man to refresh us. Soletusimportune
the Lord with prayers, that as He once opened up a path in the
Red Sea for His people and fed them in a wondrous manner
in the desert, so He may also have mercy on us in our danger.
I believe that, if our faith does not waver, He will not allow us
to remain fasting to-day, a day which He has illununated with
so many wondrous tokens of His majesty. Let us go some-



where, | beg you, and find out what banquet He will deign
to bestow upon us, so that we may keep His festival with joy.”
With these words he led them to the shore on which he was
accustomed to spend the night in prayer. And when they came
there, they found three picces of dolphin’s flesh looking as
though some human hand had cut and prepared them for
cooking; and knceling down they gave thanks to God. Then
Cuthbert said: **You see, beloved, what divine favour comes
from trusung and hoping in the Lord. Look how He has
prepared food for His servants, and has also showed us by the
tact that there are three pieces, how many days we must
remain here. So take these gifts which Christ has sent us and
let us go and refresh ourselves and remain here undaunted, for
most certainly after three days we shall get a calm sea and sky.”
It happened as he had said; a very fierce tempest lasted for three
days and, on the fourth day, the promised calm arrived to bring
them to their own country with favourable breezes.

Cuarter XIl. How, while making a journey, he prophesicd that
he would receive provisions on the way by the ministration of an
eagle, and how it came to pass

Now on a certain day he had left the monastery to preach
according to his wont, attended by a youth only; they were
alrcady dred with the long journey and no litde distance sall
remained before they would reach the village for which they
were making. He said to the boy to test him: “Come, tell me,
comrade, where do you intend to refresh yourself to-day? or
have you any host on the way to whom you can turn in?”
But the boy answered: *“I have long been silently pondering

this matter in my heart; for we have brought with us no
provision for the journey, nor have we anyone we know on
the way who wﬂlj receive us hospitably, and no litde part of
the journey remains which we cannot complete, fasting, without
suﬁJcring." Then the man of God replied: “Learn, my dear
son, always to have faith and trust in the Lord; for he who
serves God faithfully never perishes of hunger.” And, looking
up, he saw an eagle flying aloft. “Do you see that eagle,”
he said, “flying afar off? It is possible for God to refresh us
to-day even by the ministration of that eagle.” With such
words they went on their way along a certain river when, lo,
suddenly they see an cagle settling on the bank; and the man
of God said: “Do you see where our handmaid, as 1 foretold,
is setding ? Run, I pray you, and see what food she has brought
us from the Lord, and bring it quickly here.” He ran up and

brought a large fish which the eagle ‘had just taken from the

nver. But the man of God said: “ What have you dong; my

son? Why have you not given our handmaiden her share?

Cut it quickly in half and take her the share which she deserves
for ministering to us.” He did as he was bidden and carried
the rest with him. When the dme for refreshment arrived,
they turned into the next village and, giving the pordon of
fish to be broiled, they refreshed themselves and those too
into whose house they had entered, with a most acceptable
repast, while Cuthbert preached the word of God to them and
praised Him for his bencfits; for “blessed is the man whose
hope is in the name of the Lord and who has not looked after
vanity nor idle folly”. And so having resumed their journey,
they sct out to reach those whom they purposed to tcach.

CHAPTER XIII. How, when he was preaching to the people,

he suddenly foresaw that a_phantom fire would come from the devil.

and how he extinguished it when it came

At the same time, when he was preaching the word of life to
a crowd of people in a certain linde village, he suddenly foresaw
in the spirit that the ancient encmy would be present to hinder
the work of salvadon, and forthwith he set out to foreswall, by
his teaching, the snares which he knew would come. For he
suddenly broke into the discourse he was giving with warnings
of this kind: ““Beloved, it is necessary, as often as the mysteries
of the Kingdom of Heaven are preached to you, that you should
listen with attendve mind and most watchful ear, lest haply
the devil, who has a thousand wiles for injuring you, should
with vain cares hinder you from hearing about your eternal
salvadon.” And with these words he once more took up
the thread of the discourse which he had interrupted, and at
once that most evil foe, producing a phantom fire, set light
to a house near by, so that fircbrands seemed to be flying all
through the village and, fanned by the wind, their crackling
rent the air. Then almost the whole crowd that he was teaching
leapt up intending to extinguish the fire, though he himself
kept back a few with outstretched hand: the rest eagerly threw
on water, but with all their real water they could not exanguish
the false flames, until at the prayers of Cuthbert the man of
God, the author of lies was put to flight, carrying with him his
phantom fires into the empty air. Secing this, the crowd,
filled with wholesome shame, approaching the man of God
again, prayed on bended knees to be forgiven for their
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fickleness of mind, confessing that they realised that the devil
never ceased, even for an hour, from hindering the work of
man’s salvation. And he, confirming the weak and inconstant,
conunucd his interrupted discourse on the way of life.

CuapTER XIV. How by his prayers he checked the flames

of a certain house which was really on fire

And not only phantom fires but even real fires, which many
people could not extnguish with cold water from the wells,
he put out unaided with his warm sweams of tears. For
when, after the manner of the Apostles, he was going through
all parts in order to teach the way of salvaton, one day
he entered the house of a certain faithtul handmaid of God,
whom he was careful to visit very frequently, because he knew
she was given to good deeds, and also because she had brought
him up from his boyhood’s carliest years and was therefore
called mother by him. Now she had a house in the west part
of the village, and no sooner had Cuthbert the man of God
entered it to sow the sced of the word than a house in the
castern quarter of the same village caught fire owing to careless-
ness ang began to burn very ficrcely. Moreover a great wind
arose from the same quarter, which tore away the blazing
thatch of the straw roof(j and carried it far and wide throughout
the whole village. The fierce flame kept off those who were
engaged in throwing water, and even drove them farther
back. Then the said handmaiden of God ran excitedly to the
house in which she had received the man of God, entreaung
him to help by his prayers before her house and the whole
village penished together. But he said: “Do not be afraid,
mother, be calmer; for this fire, however fierce, will not harm
you and yours.” Immediatcly he l@t_outﬂqg__cgg_mmmsgﬁ
upon the ground in front of the (;ioca; m_am\y?ilc hc[hwzs sall
“praying, the winds changed and, blowing from the west,
fa%%%&"m "'c"{nxﬂdﬂgjcdrs,of thcgﬁrc attacking the house which the
man of God had entered. Thus in two miracles he imitated
the miracles of two of the fathers: in foreseeing and getting rid
of phantom fires he imitated the miracle of the most reverend
ancr holy father Benedict who, by his prayers, drove away from
the sight of his disciples a firc kindled by the ancient foe to
simulate a kitchen burning; and equally in overcoming and
changing the direcuon of volumes of rcal flame, he imitated
a miracle of the vencrable Bishop Marcellinus of Ancona who,

when that city was burning, took up his posidon over against
the fire and prayed, thus subduing the flames which a very great
crowd of citzens could not subduc by throwing water on them.
Nor is it to be wondered at that such perfect men who served
God faithfully, received great power against the saength of
flames, when, by daily practce of virtue, they learned both to
overcome the lusts of the flesh and “to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked one”. Them indeed this prophecy most
aptly fits: “When thou walkest through the fire thou shalt
not be burned neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” But
I and those like me, conscious of our weakness and helplessness,
are certain that we dare take no such measures against material
fire; we are also uncertain whether we can escape unharmed
from that inexanguishable fire of future punishment. But the
loving-kindness of our Saviour is mighty and abundant; and
He will use the grace of His protection even now to extinguish
the flames of vices in us, unworthy though we be, and to enable
us to escape the flames of punishment in the time to come.

CHAPTER XV. How he drove out a demon from the wife of

a reeve, even before his arrival MC’@(‘

Sceing that we have shown above how the same venerable
Cuthbert had power against the illusory deceits of the devil,

now we will also show what power he had also against his

undisguised and open fury. There was a reeve of King Ecgfrith
called Hildmer, a man devoted to religions works together
with all his household, and therefore specially beloved by the
blessed Cuthbert, who, when he happened to be mavelling that
way, frequently visited him. His mfcc:n though given to works
of charity and other fruits of virtue, was suddenly seized upon
by a demon and most cruelly afflicted, so that she_gnashed her

tecth and uttered piteous cries, flinging her arms and limbs about

in agitation, and so nspinng no htte horror in all who saw or
heard her. And when she lay cast out and apparently at the
point of death, her husband got on his horse and came in haste
to the man of God, and entreated him, saying: “My wife is
ill and scems alrcady at the point of death; [ beg you that you
will send a priest to visit her before she dies and munister to
her the sacrament of the body and blood of the Lord; and also
that you will permit her body to be buried here in holy ground.”
For he was ashained to confess that she was insane because the
man of God had always been accustomed to see her in her nght
ni’El’[ . When Cuthbert had rurned away from him for a short

ame to sce what priest he should send with him, he suddenly
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realised i his sparit that the wife for whom the man was pray-
inf was afflicted by no ordinary infirmity but by the artack of
ademon. And turning to him he said: *“I must not send another
but I mysclf must go with you to visit her.”” And when they
were on the way, the man began to weep and to reveal the
gricf of his hcart by the tears that flowed down his checks;
for he feared that when Cuthbert found her possessed of a devil,
he would begin to think that she had served the Lord with
a feigned and not a real faith. But the man of God consoled
him with gende words. “Do not weep”, he said, *‘as though
1 were about to find your wife in such a condition as I should
not wish. For I know myself, though you are ashamied 1o say
it, that she is afflicted by a demon; but I also know that before

we arrive, the demon will be driven away and she will be freed
and will come to meet us joyfully, as sound in mind as ever;
and she will herself take these reins, and, bidding us enter quickly,
will diligently perform her accustomed services for us; for it
is not only the wicked who are subjected to such torments,
but sometimes also in this'world, by the inscrutable judgment
of God, the innocent are taken captive by the devil, not only
in body but also in mind.” And when Cuthbert had spoken
these and like words for his consolation and instruction, they
approached his home, and the evil spirit suddenly fled, not
being able to endure the coming of the Holy Spirit which
filled the man of God. And the woman, being loosed from
the demon’s chains, thereupon rose as if wakened from a decp
slecp and, running to greet the man of God, she took the horse
on which he was: seated by the bridle: and having wholly
recovered her saength both of mind and body, she prayed
him to dismount quickly and to enter and bless her home;
and offering him devoted service, she openly testified how, as
soon as she touched his bridle, she felt herself to be freed from
all the trouble of her old afflicdon.

CHAPTER XVL. How he lived and taught in the
monastery at Lindisfarne

So when the vencrable servant of God had passed many years
in the monastery at Melrose and had disunguished himself
by the many signs of his spiritual powers, his most reverend
abbot Eata transferred him to the monastery which is situated
in the island of Lindisfamne, in order that there also he might
both teach the rule of monastic - perfecton by his authority as

prior and illustrate it by the example of his virtue; for the same
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most reverend father ruled this place also as abbot at that ame.
And let no one be surpnsed that, though we have said above
that in this island of Lindisfarne, small as it is, there is found the
seat of a bishop, now we say also that it is the home of an abbot
and monks; for it is actually so. For onc and the same dwelling-
place of the servants of God holds both; and indeed all are
monks. Aidan, who was the first bishop of this place. was
a monk and always lived according to monastic rule together
with all his followers. Hence all the bishops of that place u
to the present time exercise their episcopal funcdons in sucE
a way Lﬁat the abbot, whom they themselves have chosen by
the advice of the brethren, rules the monastery; and all the
priests, deacons, singers and readers, and the other ecclesiastical
grades, together with the bishop himself, keep the monasuc
rule in all things. The blessed Pope Gregory showed that he
greatly approved of this mode OE IK e, when Augustine, the
first bishop he had sent to the English, asked him n his Tetters
how bishops ought to live with their clergy; for he answered
amongst other things: “You, my brother, having been brought
up under monastic rules, ought not to live apart from your
clergy in the church of the English which, by God’s help, has
lately been brought to the faith; but you ought to introduce
that way of living which, at the beginning of the life of the
church, was found among our fathers, none of whom said
that anything that he Posscsscd was his own, but they had
things in common.” So the man of the Lord came to
the church or monastery of Lindisfarne, and soon cqually by
his life and by his doctrine taught the monastc rule to the
brethren. Moreover in accordance with his custom he also
by frequent visits aroused the common people round about

VS

to seck and camn heavenly rewards. He also became very famous
for his miracles; for by the importunity of his pravers he
restored to their former health very many who had been
seized with various kinds of discases and afflictions; and some
he cured that were vexed by unclean spirits, not only when
present by praying, touching, commanding and exorczing,

but also when absent cither by prayer alone or even indeed by
predicting their cure; among Lﬁcsc was the wife of the reeve
of whom we spoke above. Now there were certain brethren
in the monastery who preferred to conform to their older
usage rather than to the monastic rule. Nevertheless he over-
came these by his modest virtue and his patience, and by daily
effort he gnmﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁg_tg _of mind.

In fact very often during debates in the chapter of the brethren



_.d the wicked foe himself was driven far away togcther with

the whole crowd of his satellites. This soldier of Chnist, as

soon as he had become monarch of the land he had entered
and had overcome the army of the usurpers, built a ary
fited for his rule, and in it houses equally suited to the ciry.
It 15 a soucture almost round in plan, measuring about
four or five poles from wall to wall; the wall iself on the
outside 15 hngcr than a2 man standing upright; but inside he
made it much higher by cutting away the living rock, so that
the pious inhabitant could see nothing except the sky from his
dwelling, thus restraining both the lust of the eyes and of the
thoughts and lifdng the whole bent of his mind to higher things.
He made this same wall, not of cut stone nor of bricks and
mortar, but just of unworked stone and of turf which he had
removed from the excavaton in the middle of his dwelling.
Some of these stones were so great that it would seem to have
been scarcely possible for four men to have lifted them, but
nevertheless he was found to have brought them thither from
clsewhere with angelic aid, and to have placed them in the
wall. He had two buildings in his dwelling-place, namely an
oratory and another habitation suitable for common uses. He
finished the walls by digging and cutting away the natural
soil both inside and outside, and he placed on them roofs of
rough-hewn dmber and straw. But away at the landing-place
in the island there was a larger house in which the brethren
who visited him could be reccived and rest, and not far away
was a well for their use.

CuapTER XVIIL How he produced water from dry land
by his prayers and how he lived as a hermit

Now his dwelling-place was lacking in water inasmuch as it
was built on very hard and almost stony rock. So the man of
God summoned the brethren, for he had not yet secluded
himself from the sight of visitors. *“‘You see”, he said, ““that

the dwelling-place 1 have chosen lacks a well; but let us, I
besecch you, pray Him ‘ who turns the solid rock into a standing
water and the flint into fountains of waters’, that, givin

‘glory not unto us but unto His name’, He may vouchsafe
10 open to us also a spring of water from the stony rock.
Let us dig in the midst of my little dwelling and I believe that
He will “make us drink from the river of His pleasures’.” So
they made a pit and on the next day they found it full of water
which came from within. Hence there was no doubt that this

water had been drawn from ground which before had been
exceedingly dry and hard, through the prayers of the man of
God. And this water was in 2 wonderful way kept within its
farst limits so that it never bubbled over and covered the floor,
nor failed through exhaustion of its supply; but the grace
of the Giver so controlled it that it did not exceed the necessides
of the receiver, nor was the supply for those necessides ever
lacking. Now when thissame dwelling-place and these chambers
had been built with the help of his brethren, Cuthbert the man
of God began to dwell alone. At first, indeed, he used to go
forth from his cell to meet the brethren who came to him, and
to minister to them. And when he had devoutly washed their

fect in warm water, he was sometimes compelled by them to -

take off his shoes and to allow them to wash his fect. For
he had so far withdrawn his mind from the care of his
body and fixed it on the care of his soul alone that, having
once been shod with the boots of skin that he was accustomed
to usc, he would wear them for whole months together.
And let it be said that once he had put on his boots at Easter,
he did not take them off undl Easter came round again a year
later, and then only for the washing of the feet which takes
place on Maundy Thursday. So, on account of the frequent
genuflexions at prayer which he made while wearing his boots, |
he was found to have a long and thickish callus at the junction
of his feet and his shins. Then, when his zeal for perfecaon grew,
he shut himself up in his hermitage, and, remote from the gaze
of men, he leamed to live 2 solitary life of fasting, pravers and
vigils, rarely having conversation from within his cell with
visitors and that only through the window. At first he opened
this and rejoiced to see and be seen by the brethren with whom
he spoke; but, as tme went on, he shut even that, and opened
it only for the sake of giving his blessing or for some other
definite necessity.

CHaPTER XIX. How, with a word, he drove away the birds
f"i'f ‘thﬁf crops which he had sown with his own hand

Now at first he received a little bread to eat from his visitors
and drank from his own well; but afterwards, in accordance
with the example of the fathers, he considered it more fitting
to live by the labour of his own hands. So he asked for tools
to be brought to him with which to work the land, and also
some wheat to sow; but though the land was sown in spring-
ume, it had produced no fruit up to midsummer. So, when
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the brethren were visiting him after their custom, the man of
God said: “‘Perchance it is not in accordance either with the
nature of this land or with the will of God that wheat should
grow for me in this place; bring me, I beg you, some barley,
to see if perchance that may produce a crop. And if God does
not grant me any increase from that, I would rather rerurn to
the monastery than be kept here by the labours of others.”
The barley was brought long after the proper ime tor sowing
it, and when there seemed no hope of any harvest, yet when he
put it in the ground, it soon sprang up and brought forth a very
abundant crop. And when 1t had begun to ripen, some birds
came and eagerly set about consuming it. The most pious
servant of God approached themn and, as he afterwards related—
for, being of a happy disposidon and very friendly, he was often

in the habit of disclosing some of the blessings which he had
gained by his own faith, in order to confirm the faith of his
listeners—** Why ", said he, *““do you touch the crops that you
did not sow? Or is it, perchance, that you have greater need of
them than I? If, however, you have received permission from
God, do what He has allowed you; but if not, depart and do
not injure any more the possessions of another.” Thus he spoke
and, at the first sound of his commands, the whole mulartude
of birds departed and thenceforward refrained altogether from
attacking his crops. And on this occasion also, the venerable
servant of Chnist followed in these two miracles the deeds of
two of the fathers; namely, in obtaining water from the rock,
adeed of the blessed father Benedict, who is said to have wrought
an almost identical miracle in the same way, but more copiously
because there were more who were suffeing from lack of
water. Further, in driving away the birds from the crops,
he followed the example of the most reverend and holy father
Antony, who with onc exhortation restrained the wild asses
from injuring the little garden that he himsclf had planted.

Cuapter XX. How the ravens atoned for the injury which they
had done 10 the man of God by their praycrs and by a gift

Let us also tell of a miracle wrought by the blessed Cuthbert
after the example of ‘the above-mentoned father Benedict, in
which human pride and contumacy are openly condemned by
the obedience and humility of birds. There were some ravens
that had long been accustomed to dwell on that island, and
one day, as they were building their nests, the man of God saw
them tear with their beaks the little guest-house of the brethren

of which I have spoken before, and carry off in their bills the
straw with which it was thatched, as material for their nests.
He checked them with a slight modon of his right hand, and
bade them cease from injuring the brethren. When they ig-
nored his command, he said: “In the name of Jesus Christ,
go away forthwith, and do not presume to remain any longer in
the place that you are damaging.” Scarcely had he finished
these words when they forthwith flew dismally away. Now
when(three days had passed, one of a pair returned and found the
servant of Christ digging. With its feathers sadly ruffied and its
head drooping to its feet, and with humble cries it prayed for
pardon, using such signs as it could; and the venerable father,
understanding what 1t meant, gave it permission to return.
And having got leave to come back, it soon went off in order
to bring back its mate. Without delay they both returned
bringing a worthy gift, namely a porton of hog’s lard; and
this the man of God used often afterwards to show 10 the
brethren when they visited him, and o offer it to grease their
shoes; declaring how carefully men should seek after obedience
and humility, seeing that even a proud bird hastened to atone
for the wrong that it had done to a man of God, by means of
prayers, lamentatons and gifts. And in order to give mankind
an example of reformation, they remained for many years in
that island and built their nests, not daring to inflict any injury
on anyone. Let it not seem absurd to anyone to learn a lesson
of virtue from birds, since Solomon says: ““Go to the ant, thou
sluggard, consider her ways and be wise.”

CHAPTER XXI. How even the sea ministered to his necessities

Morcover not only the creatures of the air but also of the sea, yes,
and even the sea itself, as well as air and fire as we have shown
above, did honour to the venerable man. For if 2 man faithfully
and wholeheartedly serves the maker of all created things, it
is no wonder though all creation should minister to his com-
mands and wishes. But for the most part we lose dominion
over the creaton which was made subject to us, because we
oursclves neglect to serve the Lord and Creator of all things.
The very sca, 1 say, was ready to do service to the servant of
Christ when he needed it. For he was intending to build a hut
in his monastery, very small but suited for his daily needs;
it was to be on the scaward side where the hollowing out of
a rock by the washings of condnual tddes had made a very deep
and wide gap; a flooring had to be placed under the hut, and



this had to be twelve feet long so as to fit the width of the gap.
So he asked the brethren who had come to wvisit him, that
when they were returming, they would brin? with them some
timber twelve feet long, to make a flooring for his little house.
They promised gladly to do what he asked. But after they
had received his blessing and returned home, the father’s request
escaped their mind; and when they returned to him on the
appointed day, they did not bring what they had been asked
for. When he had received them most kindly and had com-
mended them to God with his accustomed praver, he said:
*““Where is the imber that I asked you to bring?” Then they
remembered his petinion and, confessing their forgetfulness, they
craved pardon for their wespass. But the kindly man consoled
them with gentle words and bade them remain on the island
untl moming and rest, for he said: “I believe that God will
not forget my desire and my needs.” They did as he had said
and rising up in the morning, they saw that the night dde had
carmed up some timber of the required length, an had placed
it over the very spot whercon it was to be set for the building.
As soon as they saw this, they marvelled at the holiness of the
venerable man for whom -even the elements did scrvice; and
with fitting shame they blamed their slothful minds, for even
. the inscnsiﬁlc clements taught them what obedience ought to
be shown to saints.

CuaPTER XXIL. How he gave instruction in the way of salvation
10 many who came to him and showed the weakness of the snares of
the ancient foe

Now many came to the man of God, not only from the
neighbourhood of Lindisfarne but also from the remoter parts
of Britain, having been attracted by the report of his miracles;
such people declared to him cither the sins they had committed
or the temptations of devils to which they were exposed, or
clse revealed the common troubles of mankind by which they
were afflicted, hoping that they would get consolation from
a man of such sancdty. Nor did their hope deceive them. For
no onc went away from him without enjoying his consolation,
and no one returned accompanied by that sorrow of mind which
he had brought thither. He knew, in fact, how to refresh the
sad by his pious exhortation; he could recall to the memory
of the afflicted the joys of the heavenly life, and snow them
how fleeung were both the pleasures and the sorrows of this
world; he had learned how to lay bare before tempied men

the manifold wiles of the ancient foe, by which the soul that

is without brotherly or divine love may casily be entrapped:

but he who goes strengthened by unwavering faith passes with

the help of the Lord through the snares of the encmy as though

they were spiders’ webs. “How many tmes”, he said, *have

they cast me down headlong from a high rock; how many

times have they hurled stones at me as if to kill me ! But though

they sought to frighten me away by one phantasmal temptation

or another, and attempted to drive me from this place of combat,

nevertheless they were unable in any way to mar my body

by any injury, or my mind by fear!"" He was also accustomed

very frequently to bid the brethren not to wonder at his way

of life, as though it were specially exalted, because he despised

worldly things and preferred to live alone. ““But”, said he,

“the life of monks ought rightly to be admired, for they

are in all things subject to the commands of the abbot and
govern all their times of watching, praying, fasting and working
by his judgment; and I have known many of those who, both
in purity of heart and in loftiness of prophetic grace, far exceed
me in my weakness. Among these is the venerable servant of
Christ, Boisil, 2 man to be named with all honour, who formerly
in his old age, when I was but a youth, brought me up in the
monastery of Melrose, and, amid his instructions, predicted
with prophetc truth all the things which were to happen to
me. And of all those things which he predicted to me, only
one remains, which 1 would might never be fulfilled.” He said
this because that servant of Christ revealed that he would
hold the office of a bishop, and he trembled at the thought of
taking it, owing to his great longing for a more solitary life.

CHAPTER XXII. How the abbess Aelfflaed and one of her nuns
were healed by means of his girdle

Now the miracles of healing wrought by the man of God did
not cease although he was far removed from mankind. For the
venerable handmaiden of Christ, Aelflaed, who to the joys
of virginity added a maternal and pious care of no small
company of the handmaidens of Christ, and increased the
nobility of a royal pedigree by the much more potent nobiliry
of the highest virtue, always had a great affection for the man
of God. At that dme (as she herself afterwards related to the
most reverend priest Herefrith of the church of Lindisfarne,
and he to me) she had been stricken by a grievous sickness and
long afflicted, and secmed almost to have reached the point of
death. But when the physicians could not cure her, she was



suddenly cured by divine grace within, and gradually escaped

the imminent danger of death, though she was not cntrely

healed. For the internal pain indeed departed and her strength

of limb rerurned, but her power of standing or of_walking

was wholly gone, for she could neither stand upright nor

move about except on all fours. She thercfore began sadly

to fear that the weakness would last always, for she had long
ance despaired of any help from doctors. One day amid the

Jflictions of her sad thoughts, the blessed and quict life of the

most reverend father Cuthbert came into her mind and she

said: * Would that I had something belonging to my Cuthbert!

1 know well and believingly trust in God that I should speedily

be healed.” Not long afterwards there came one who.brought
her a linen girdle which he had sent. She greatly rejoiced at
the gift and, realizing that her desire had been made knO\.vn to
the holy man by heavenly means, she girded herself with i,
and in the moming she was able forthwith to stand erect, and
on the third day was entircly restored to health. A few days
afterwards, one of the virgins of her monastery began to suffer
from an intolerable pain in the head. Since the discase grew
worse daily and she seemed about to die, the venerable abbess
came in to visit her. Seeing her grievously afflicted, she brought
this same girdle of the man of God and had it bound around
her head: on that same day the pain departed and she was
healed. The abbess, however, took away the girdle and. placed
it 1n her box. After a few days, when she soughtitagain, itcould
ncither be found in the box nor anywhere else. It is clear that
this was done by divine dispensation, so that the holness of
the father beloved of God might be made apparent to believers
through these two miracles of healing, and that henceforth
all occasion for doubting his sanctiry might be removed from
the incredulous. For if that girdle had always been there, sick
people would always have wished to flock to it; and when
perhaps one of them did not deserve to be hca!cd of his
infirmity, he would disparage 1ts power, because it did not heal
him, when really he was not worthy of being healed. Hence,
as has becn said, by the providenual dispensation of heavenly
grace, after the faith of believers had been srengthened, fortb—
with the opportunity for the envious and unbclicvers to dis-
parage was endrely taken away.

CHaPrTER XXIV. How, in answer to the same Aclfflaed,
he made predictions about the life of King Ecg frith

and about his own i)ishopn'c

On another occasion also the same most reverend Aclfflacd,
virgin and mother of the virgins of Chnist, sent and asked the
man of God, adjuring him in the name of the Lord that he
would deign to visit her and talk over matters of importance.
He went on board a ship with the brethren and came to the
island which lies at the mouth of the river Coquet from which
it receives its name. It is famous for its companies of monks,
and it was here that this same abbess asked him to meet her.
Having got into conversaton with him, and having heard
much from him on the matters about which she was asking
him, suddenly, in the midst of their talk, she fell at his fect and
adjured him by the terrible awe-inspiring name of the King
of Heaven and of His angels, that he would tell her how long
Ecgfrith her brother would live and rule over the kingdom of
the English. “For I know”, she said, ““that through the spinit
of prophecy in which you abound, you can also tell me this,
if you wish.” But he, being sorely a.z;\id at her adjuraton and
yet not wishing openly to reveal the secret she was asking abourt,
said: “It is wonderful that you, a wisc woman and leamned in
the Holy Scriptures, should be willing to speak of the term of
human life as if it were long, when the Psalmist says that ‘our
years are reckoned as a spider’s web’, and when Solomon warns
us that ‘if 2 man hve many vears and rejoice in them all, ver
let him remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many;
when they come, the past is reckoned as vanity’; how much
more doces he, to whom only one year of life remains, scem to
have lived a short ime, when death stands at the gates?” When
she heard this, she shed tcars and wept over these dire prophecies;
but drying her eyes, once again with womanly danng, she
adjured him by the divine majesty to tell her whom her brother
would have as heir to the kingdom, seeing he lacked both sons
and brothers. After a short time he said: **Do not say that these
are lacking; for he will have a successor whom you will embrace
with as much sisterly affection as if he were Ecgfrith himself.”
She answered: ““I beseech you, tell me where he is.” He said:
*“You sce how this great and spacious sca abounds in islands?
It is easy for God to provide from any of these 2 man to place
over the kingdom of the English.” So she understood that he
was speaking of Aldfrith, who was said to be the son of
Ecgfnth’s father, and was then in exile among the islands of



the Inish, for the study of letters. Now she knew that Ecgfrith
pr()pnsed to appoint Cuthbert bishop, and wishing to learn
whether tns proposal would be carried mto effect, she began
to ask him in this way: “"How the hearts of mortal men differ
in their several purposes! Some rejoice in the riches they have
rained, others who love riches always lack them. You despise
the glory of the world, although it 1s offered, and although you
may attain to a bishopnic, than which nothing is higher among,
mortal men, vet will you prefer the fasmesses of your descrt
place to that rank ?”’ But he said: “‘1 know that I am not worthy
of such a rank; nevertheless I cannot escape anywhere from the
decree of the Ruler of Heaven; yet if He has determined to
subject me to so great a burden, I believe that after a short
ume He will set me free, and perhaps, after not more than two
years, He will send me back to my accustomed rest and solitudc.
But I bid vou in the name of our Lord and Saviour not to tcll
anyone before my death what you have heard from me!”

When he had expounded to her these and many other things
about which she asked and had given her instrucoon about such
things as she needed, he returned to hisisland and monastery, and
industmiously continued the life of solitude, as he had begun it.

Not long afterwards, when no small synod had gathered to-
gether, in the presence of the most pious King Ecg rith beloved
of God over which Archbishop Theodore of blessed memory
presided, he was elected to the bishopric of the church at
Lindisfarne with the unanimous consent of all. And when he
could by no means be dragged from his place by the many
messengers and letters that were sent to him, at length thus
same kg himself, together with the most holy Bishop
Trumwine, as well as many other religious and powerful men,
sailed to the island;; they all knelt down and adjured him in the
name of the Lord, with tears and prayers, undl at last they
drew him, also shedding many tears, from his sweet renrement
and led him to the synod. When he had come, n spite of hus
reluctance he was overcome by the unanimous will of them
all and compelled to submit his neck to the yoke of the
bishopnic. His consecration however was not carried out unal
after the end of that winter which was then beginning. And
so that his prophenic words should in all respects be fulfilled.
Ecgfrith, a year afterwards, was slan by the sword of the
Picts and was succeeded in his kingdom by his bastard brother
Aldfrith, who for some considerable tme before this had been
pursuing his studies in the regions of the Irish, suffering a selt-
imposed exile to graufy his love of wisdom.

CHAPTER XXV. How, when he was clecied 1o the bishopric,
he curcd the ailing servant of a gesith with holy water

When therefore Cuthbert the man of God, after his elecnon

to the bishopric, had returned to his island and for a hitde ome

was fighang the good fight in secret with his wonted devouon

to the Lord, his vencrable bishop Eata summoned him, bidding
him come to Mclrose to have converse with him. When their

conversation had finished and he was beginning his homeward

journey, a certain gesith of King Ecgfrith met him and begged

him urgendy that he would turn aside to give a blessing to
his homestead and his house. When he came there and had

been reccived with dudful kindness by all, the man told him
about the illness of onc of his servants saying: “I thank God,
most holy father, that you have deigned to visit us and to enter
our house, and in truth we believe that your commg will
prove the greatest gain to us both in mind and body. But there
1s a servant of ours who has long been tortured by a most evil
discase, and to-day he suffers so much pain that he appears more
like a dying than a sick man. For the extremiues of his body
arc prematurely dead and he seems to draw but lirtle breath
through his mouth and nostrils.” He immediately blessed some
water and gave it to the servant of the gesith, aman named Bald-
helm, who is still alive and holding by appointment the office of
priest in the church of Lindisfarne adorns it by his character. He
counts it sweeter than honcey to relate the nuracles of the man
of God to all who wish to know about them; and 1t was he
who told me of this very miracle which I relate. So then the
man of God gave him the holy water saying: “*Go and give 1t
to the sick man to take.” He obeyed his words and brought
the water to the sick man. After he had poured 1t inwo his
mouth for the third ume, the suffcrer straightway fell into
a quict sleep which was unusual for him. It was now cvening
time, and he passed a quict night also, and when his master
visited him in the morning, he was found to be cured.

Cuavrtrer XXVL Of his manner of life in his bishopric

" Now the venerable man of God, Cuthbert, adorned the rank

of bishop which he had received, by his virtuous works, m
accordance with the apostolic precepts and examples. For he
guarded the people who had been committed to his charge
with his constant prayers, and called them to heavenly things
by his most wholesome admonitions, and—a thing which 1s
a great help to teachers—he raught what ought o be done,



would attack us, but I was only warned by the instunct of my
mind that the heart should always be in a state of defence against
any sudden storms of temprations.  But when they left me in
the moming and went back to their monastery, that is Lindis-
farne, they found that one of their number had died of the
pestilence; and as it grew and became worse from day to day,

yea and from month to month, and almost throughout the
whole year, nearly the whole of that renowned congregadon
of spiritual fathers and brethren departed to be with the Lord in
that pesdlence. Now therefore, brethren, do you also wartch
and pray, so that if any tribuladon come upon you it mav find

o Aleande a1 vl -1

atter first showing them by his own example. He delivered
“the poor from him that was oo strong for him, yea, the poor
and the needy from him that spoiled him”. He sought to
“comtort” the sad and ‘‘famt-hearted”, and to bring back
thuse who rejoiced n ¢vil to “godly sorrow”. Gladly and
dihgently he pracused his wonted frugalicy and, amid the
thronging crowds, rejoiced to preserve the rigours of monastic
life. He gave food to the hungry, clothing to the suffering, and
he was duly adomed with all else that should mark the life
ofabishop. And signs and miracles whereby he shone ourwardly
gave wimess to the inward virtues of his mind. It has been

our task briefly to commemorate some of these. .

5(‘/ ‘;}
CHaPTER XXVIL. How, though absent, .he saw in s\‘bin't,#ﬂ""

destruction of King Ecofrith and of his army, in accordance with
his own predicrion

Now when King Ecgfrith, rashly daring, had taken an army
aganst the Picts and was devastatng their kingdoms with
cruel and savage ferocity, Cuthbert the man of God knew that
the nme was at hand concermng which he had prophesied
a year before to the king's sister, declaring when' she asked
him that he would not live more than another year. He came
theretore to the town of Lugubalia [Carlisle], which the English
people corruptly call Luel, to spcak to the queen who had
arranged to await the issue of the war there in her sister’s
mon.;stcry. On the next day, while the aitizens were conducting
him to see the walls of the city and a marvellously constructed
fountain of Roman workmanship, he was suddenly troubled
in spirit, and as he stood lcaning on his staff he turned his face
sadly towards the ground: an again, stnding upright and
Lifung his eyes towards heaven, he sighed deeplv and said in
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‘isathand”.” When Hercberht heard this, he fell at his feer and
with sighs and tears he said: I beseech you by the Lord not
to leave me but to remember your companion and ask the
merciful God that as we have served Him together upon earth,
we may journey togcther to the skies to sec His glory. For
you know that I have always sought to live in accordance with
the commands of your mouth, and whatever I have done
amuss through ignorance and weakness, I have taken cqual care
to correct in accordance with your Judgment and will.” The
bishop gave himself up to prayer and forthwith having learned
in spirit that he had oained whartha caveale 6. 0 & 4y

aty quickly, lest perchance the king has been slain. But since
I have been asked to g0 to-morrow to a neighbouring mon-
astery to dedicate a church there, I will follow you at once, as
soon as the dedication is completed.”

Now when Sunday had come, he was preaching the word of
God to the brethren of the same monastery, and when the
sermon was over and all those present were approving, he
began again in this way: “Beloved, I beseech you to watch,
In accordance with the warnings of the Apostle, ‘stand fast
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong’, lest perchance some
tempraton comimg upon you may find you unprepared; but
rather be always mindful of that command of the Lord, * Watch
and pray, lest ye cnter into temptation”.” His histeners thought
that he said this because a devastaning pestilence had not long
betore laid low both them and many others on every hand with
widespread destruction, and that he was prophesying a return
of this scourge. But conunuing he said: “Once, when 1 was
sull living alone in my island, some of the brethren came to
me on the holy day of the Lord’s naaviry, and asked me 1o
go out of the hut, my dwelling-place, that I might spend with
them this holy day so sacred and yet so joyful; I vielded to
their earnest prayers and went out, and we sat down to our
feast. But it happened that, in the middle of the repast, | said
tothem: ‘I bescech you, brethren, let us be cautious and watchtul,
lest by recklessness and carelessness we be led into temptauon .’
But they answered: * We beseech you, let us be Joyful wo-day,
because it is the birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And 1 said-
‘So beit.” And a litde dme after, while we were indulging n
feasting, rcjoicing and story-telling, 1 again began to warn
them that we should camestly engage in prayers and vigils
and be ready for the approach of any temptation. They said:

"You give us good, yea excellent, instruction, but nevertheless,
hoaranca 7S S DR o e PR . "



be speedily restored to health by the grace of God, or that, if
she 1s to die, she will pass from death to everlasung life, and,
by dying, more quickly reach the end of her wretched and
long-lasung afflicuon.” The man of God granted his petinon,
and blessing the water which was brought to him, gave it to
a priest, bidding him spnnkle it over the sick woman. He
entered the sleeping chamber in which she lay like one dead,
sprinkled her and her bed and, opening her mouth, poured in
a poruon of the health-giving draught. A wonderful and
exceedingly amazing thing happened—as soon as the blessed
water touched the sick woman, though it was done without
her knowledge, she yet received full healing of mind and body,
so that she immediately recovered her senses and blessed the
Lord, giving thanks to Him who had deigned to bring such
honourable guests to visit and cure her. Without delay she
rose up whole and ministered to those who had themsclves

ministercd to her health; and it was a fair sight to sce how she.

who had escaped the cup of death by the bishop’s blessing,
was the first of all the houschold of so great a man to offer him
the cup of refreshment. She thus followed the example of the
mother-in-law of the Apostle Peter, who, when she was cured
of a fever by the Lord, forthwith rose and ministered to Him
and to His disciples.

CuapTer XXX. How he cured a girl of pains in the head
and the side by anointing her with oil

There are many who have borne wimess to a miracle of healing
wrought in their presence by the venerable Bishop Cuthbert
not unlike this last one; among these wimesses is the pious
priest Acthilwald, then a servant of the man of God, but now
the abbot of the monastery at Melrose. For while according
to his custom he was going through all the villages teaching,
he came to a certain village in which there were a few nuns
to whom he, the man of God, had a short dme before given
a place of abode in that village, when they had fled from their
own monastery through fear of the barbanan army. One of
these, a kinswoman of the same priest Acthilwald, was afflicted
by a very severe illness; for all through the year she had been
troubled with an intolerable pain in the head and in the whole
of one side, and had been entrcly given up by the physiaans.
When those who had come with him told the man of God
about her and prayed for her restoration, he had pity on her
and anointed the wretched woman with holy oil. She began to
get better from that very hour and after a few days was restored
to complete health.

CHAPTER XXXI. How a sick man was healed
with bread which he had blessed

Nor do we consider that we ought to pass over in silence
a miracle which, as we have lcarned, was performed by the
virtue of the same venerable man, though he himself was
absent. We have already mentioned the reeve Hildmer whose
wife the man of God freed from an unclean spinit. Now this
same recve afterwards took to his bed with a most serious illness,
and, as his afflicion grew from day to day, he scemed alrcady
o be at the point of death. Many of his friends came to
console the afflicted man. And as they sat by the bed in which
he lay, suddenly one of them recalled that he had some bread
with him, which Cuthbert, the man of the Lord, had recently
blessed and given to him. ““And I believe”, he said, *that
Hildmer by tastng this can receive healing, if only the slowness
of our faith does not hinder.” Now they were all laymen, but
devout. So turning to each other, they confessed one by
one that they believed without any doubt that he could be
healed by partaking of this blessed bread. They filled a cup
with water and put in a very little of the bread, and gave 1t
to him to drink. No sooner had the draught of water, sancafied
by the bread, reached his stomach, than all the inward pain
disappeared as well as the outward wasting of his imbs. His
health returned without delay, and brought strength back w0
the man who had thus been set free from afflicuon, deservedly
sarring him and all who saw or heard of the swiftness of so
unexpected a cure, to praise the holiness of the servant of God
and to wonder at the power of true faith.

CHAPTER XXXII. How, by his prayers, he recalled 10 lifc
a dying youth who was brought to him when he
was on a joumty

Once, 100, as the most holy shepherd of the Lord’s flock was
going round visiting his sheepfolds, he came to mountainous

‘and wild regions where there were many gathered together

from the widely scatiered villages, on whom he was to lay
his hands. Burt in the mountains no church could be found,
nor any place fit to reccive the bishop and his rednue. So they
pitched tents for him by the wayside and, cutang down branches
trom the neighbouring wood, they made every man for himselt
booths to dwell in as best they could. There the man of God
had been preaching the word for two days 1o the crowds
who flocked to hear him, and by the laying on of hands had
ministered the grace of the Holy Spirit to those who had lately



been regenerated in Chnst, when suddenly there appiared some
women bearing upon a pallet a youth, wasted with a long and
grievous sickness. Placing him on the edge of the wood, they
sent to the bishop, praymg that he would allow him to be
brought to him to receive his blessing. When the youth had
been brought to Cuthbert and he saw his terrible afflicuon,
he bade them all go farther off. And tuming to his wonted
weapon of prayer, hcui;avc his blessing and drove away the
plague which the careful hands of the doctors could not expel
with their compounds and drugs. Thereupon the youth rose
up the same hour, received food and was strengthened and,
giving thanks to God, he returned to the women who had
carricd him. And so 1t came to pass that he returned home
well and joyful, amid the rejoiangs of the same women who

had sorrowfully conveyed him thither when he was sick.

Cuarter XXXIL How, during the time of the plague, he restored
a dying boy in sound health to his mother

At the same ume there suddenly arose in those parts a most
grievous pestilence, and brought with 1t destrucnon so severe
that in some large villages and estates once crowded with
mhabitants, only a small and scattered remnant, and sometimes

none at all, remained. So the most holy father Cuthbert,
diligendy traversing his diocese, did not cease to bring the
ministry of the word and the help of much-nceded consolanon
to the poor few who remamned. Coming to one village and
having helped by his exhortations all whom he found, he said
to his priest: ““Do you think that anyone is left in these parts
who needs to be visited and exhorted by us; or have we seen
all who are in trouble and can we now pass on to others?”
The pnest, looking round cverywhere, saw a2 woman standing
at a distance who, having lost one son a litde while before,
was now holding his brother in her arms at the point of death;
her eyes, streaming with tears, bore witness both to her past
and her present troubles. The priest pointed her out to the man
of God, who did not delay but, approaching her and giving
her his blessing, kissed the boy and said to the mother: Do
not fear nor be sad; for your infant will be healed and will live,
nor will anyone else be missing from your home through this
plague.” The mother herself and her son lived long afterwards
to bear tesnmony to the truth of this prophecy.

CrapTER XXXIV. How he beheld the soul of a ccriain man, who
was killed by falling from a tree, being carried 10 heaven

Mecanwhile Cuthbert, the man of God, being aware that his
death was approaching, had now decided in his mind to lay
aside the cares of the pastoral office and to return to a solitary
life, so that, freed from outside anxicues, he nught await the
day of his death, or rather of his entrance into heavenly life,
in the undisturbed practice of prayers and psalm-singing; but
first he wished not only to go round his own diocese, but to
visit the other dwellings of the faithful in the neighbourhood

and to strengthen them all with the needful word of exhortanon;;

and, having done this, to be refreshed by the joy of the sohtude
he longed for. While he was thus engaged, at the request of
the most noble and holy virgin of Christ, the abbess Aclfflacd,
whom I have mentioned above, he came to an estate belonging
to her monastery, in order that he might see and have conversa-
uon with her and also dedicate a church. For the estate contained
no small number of the servants of Christ. When thev had
taken their scats at the table at meal-tme, the vencrable father
Cuthbert suddenly turned his mind from the carnal banquet
to contemplate spiritual things. The limbs of his body relaxed
and lost their funcaon, the colour of his face changed, and his
eves were fixed against their wont as if in amazement, while
the knife which he was holding fell to the table. When his
pricst, who was standing by and serving, saw this, he bent
towards the abbess, and said quietly: *“ Ask the bishop what he
has scen; for I know that not without cause has ins trembling
hand looscd the knife, and his countenance changed; but he
has seen something spiritual which the rest of us have not been
able to sec.” She immediately turned to him and said: I
bescech vou, my lord bishop, tell me what you have just scen:
for not for nothing did your hand relax and loose the knife 1t
held.” He attempted to hide the fact that he had seen anything
sccret, and answered jestingly: “‘Can I cat all dav? 1 must rest
somcomes.” But when she adjured him and importuned him
morc carnestly to reveal his vision, he said: *‘1 have scen the
soul of a certain holy man being carried by the hands of angels
to the joys of the heavenly kingdom.” Again she said: *From
what place was it taken?” He answered: *From vour estate.”
Then she enquired after his name. He said: “You will tell
me his name when I am celebraung mass to-morrow.” When
she heard this, she immediately sent 1o her larger monastery
to scc who had recently been summoned from the body. But



the messenger found that all there were safe and sound, and on
the following moming was preparing to return to his mistress,
when he met some men beaning the body of a dead brother to
burial on a cart. On asking who 1t was, he lcarned that one of
the shepherds, a man of good life, climbing a tree too incautiously
had fallen down, and his body was so injured that he breathed
forth his spirit at the very hour n which the man of God had
seen it carried to heaven. On his return, he told the abbess
and she immediately went to the bishop who was then dedicat-
ing the church; with woman-like astonishment, as if she were
announcing something new and doubtful, she said: 1 pray
you, my lord bishop, remember at mass my Hadwald™—for
that was the man’s name—""who died yesterday through falling
from a tree.” Then it was clear to all how manifold was the
spirit of prophecy in the breast of tiic holy man, who could not
only sec the secret removal of a soul in the present, but could
also foresee what would be told him by others in the future.

CuaPTER XXXV How, by tasting water, he gave
it the flavour of wine

Having passed through the upper districts in turn, he came to
the monastery of virgins which, as we have cxplained above,
1s situated not far from the mouth of the river Tyne; here he
was magnificently received by a devout and also—so tar as
this world is concerned—a most noble handmaiden of Chrst,
the abbess Verca. After they had nsen from their midday rest,
he asked for somcthing to drink, saying that he was thirsty.
They asked what he wished to drink and prayed that they
might be allowed to bring him wine or beer. “Give me
water ! he said. So they brought him water drawn from the
well. Having blessed 1t and drunk a little of it, he gave 1t to
his priest who was standing by, who gave 1t to a servant.
When the servant had taken the cup, he sad: “"May 1
drink from the cup from which the bisEop has drunk?”" He
answered: “*Yes, why not?” Now this man also was a priest
of the same monastery. So he drank, and it scemed to him as
if the water had acquired the flavour of wine, and wishing o
make a brother who was standing by a wimess of so great a
miracle, he handed him the cup; and when he too had drunk,
he also tasted wine on his palate instead of water. They gazed
at each other in wonder and when they had an opportumry
1o Iczk together, they confessed to cach other that it scemed
to them that they had never drunk better wine. One of these

n

\L-
Ay X

e, rd
& v/

related 1t to me himself, for he dwelt some considerable nme
in our monastery which is at the mouth of the river Wear,
and he now lies peacefully buried in the same place.

7 // o . .
// CHAPTER XXXVI. How a storm at sca detained certain
brethren who were disobedient to him

So, having spent two ycars in episcopal rule, Cuthbert the
man of God, knowing in his spirit that the day of his departure
was at hand, threw aside the burden of his pastoral care and
determined to rerurn to the strife of a hermit’s life which he
loved so well, and that as soon as possible, so that the flame of
his old contrinon might consume more casily the implanted
thorns of worldly cares. At that time he was wont to go out
of his dwelling-place frequently, to meet the brothers who
visited him and to speak with them in person. It is well to
narrate a certain_miracle wrought by him, so that 1t may be
more cvident how obedient we ought to be to holy men, even
in_those matters about which they secem to give very casual
commands. On a certain day some of them had come and

he went out to refresh themn with words of exhortanon; after:

he had finished his admonivon, he added these words: It is
now time for me to return to my dwelling and you, as you are
disposed to start, first take some food; and that goose"—for
there was a goose hanging on the wall—*cook it and eat 1t, and
so in the name of the Lord go on board your vessel and return
home.” Having said these words and gaven them his blessing, he
entered his dwelling. They took food as he had bidden; but be-
cause they had brought plenty of food with them, they did not
trouble to take the goose as he had commanded them. When,
after the meal, they wished to go on board their boat, suddenly
a fierce tempest arose and enurely prevented them from setting
sail. And 1t happened that for seven days they remained
miserably on the island, sEﬁiH'BWth_g;';gi;é seas: nor did thcy
realise that it was for the sin ofy disobedience that Lhcy were
suffering imprisonment of this sort. When they had anxiously
returned to speak with the father and complained about the
delay in their return, they received from him exhortadons to
paucnce. However, on the seventh day, he went out to them
of hisown accord, wishing to alleviate their sadness by graciously
visiting them and by words of pious consolation. As soon as
he had ¢ntered the house in which they were and saw that the

oosc_had not been caten, with unrufficd micn and even with
joyful words, he convicted them of disubedience. **Does not

the goose hang there sull unconsumed,” he said, * then why
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marvel that the sea does not permiut you to depart? Put it
quickly therefore mnto the pot; cook it and cat iwin order that the
sca may quicten and let you go home.” They did at once as
he commanded; and it happened in a2 wonderful way that when
the goose which was to be cooked at the bidding of the man
of God had begun to boil in the pot over the fire, at that same
hour the waves of the sca ccased from their fury and the winds
fel. And so when the mcal was finished, they saw that the
sea was calm and went on board their ship and with favourable

winds returned home with feclings both of joy and shame.
For they were ashamed of their disobedience and of their
slowness to perceive, whereby they were hindered from recog-
nising and correcung their faults, notwithstanding the chasuse-
ment of the Creator. They rejoiced because they saw that God
wok such care of His faithful servant that He even punished,
bv means of the clements, those who estcemed His servant
hightly. And they rejoiced because their Creator took such care
of themselves that He corrected their errors even by a manifest
nuracle. This miracle which I have related, 1 learned not from
any chance source, but from the account of one of those who
were present, namely from Cynimund, a monk and priest of
reverend life of the same monastery, who is sdll alive and well-
known far and wide to many of the faithful, on account of
his great age and of his manner of life.

Cuapter XXXVIL. What trials he endured while sick and whar
he commanded concerning “his by bunal when about fo depart this life

Now Cuthbert the man of God sought his island d\ulhng-
place once more, as soon as cver the holy day of the naaviry
of the Lord was past. And when a crowd of brethren stood
round him as he was about to go aboard his ship, one of them,
an aged monk of vencrable lite, strong in the faith but now
wecakened in body by dysentery, said: *“Tell us, lord bishop,
when we may hope for your retumn.” And the bishop, who
kinew [hc truth, gave a plain answer to this plain question,
saying: ** When you bring my body back here.” He had passed
almost two months greatly rejoicing in his refound quet,
kccpmg under both mind and body by the rigours of h*s
illness and began to bc prcparcd by the fires of tcmpoml p.un
for the joys of perpetual bliss. His death let me describe
the words of him from whom I heard about 1t, namelv Herctrith,
a devoutly religious priest who also at that ume presided over
the monastery at Lindistarne as abbot.

“ After having been weakened”, he said, by three weeks of

conunuous sickness, he came to his end thus. For he was taken .

ill on 2 Wednesday and again on a Wednesday his illness came
to an end and he went to be with the Lord. On the mommg
when his illness first began (for 1 had come 1o the island with
the brethren three days previously) 1 came to him and gave
wamning  of my approach by means of the usual s:gnal
desiring to receive the comfort of his accustomed benedicoon
and exhortation. He came to the window and answered my
greetung with a sigh. 1 said to him: * What is the marter, my
lord bishop? Perhaps your illness has attacked vou during the
night?’” He said: * Yes, illness has attacked me during the night’
1 thought that he was speaking of his old complant which
used to afflict him almost daily, and not of some new and un-
usual complaint. Without asking any further questions, I said
‘Give me your blessing, for it is ame to set sail and to return
home.” ‘Do as you say,” he said, ‘get on board your vessel,
and return home safe and sound. And when God has taken my
spirit, bury me in this dwelling near my oratory towards the
south, on the castern side of the holy cross which 1 have erected
there. Now there is on the north side of this same oratory
a sarcophagus hidden under the turf, which the vencrable abbot
Cudda once gave me. Place my body in this, wrapping 1t
the cloth which you will find there. I was unwilhng to wear
the cloth while alive but, out of affecuon for the abbess Verca,
a woman beloved of God, who sent 1t to me, I have taken care
to keep it to wrap my body in." When I heard this 1 said:
‘I beseech you, father, since I hear that you arc ill and like to dic,
that you will allow some of the brethren to remain here and

minister o you.” But he said: *Go now and return at the proper
ume.” And though I besought him very diligently to accept a
servant, I could by no means gain my request. At length I asked
him when we ought to return. He said: * When God wills and
when He himself shall direct you.” We did as he commanded,
and, immediately calling all the brethren to the church, I com-
manded that prayer should be made without intermission for
him. ‘For’, I added, ‘it seems to me from certain words of hus,
that the day is approaching when he will depart to be with
the Lord.” Now I was anxious about returning on account of
his infirmity, but for five days a tempest hindered us; however,

as events proved, this was a divine dispensagon. For in order
that Almighty God might, by chastisement, purify His servant
from all blemish of worldly weakness and in order that He
might show his adversaries that they could avail nothing against
the strength of his faith, He wished to test him by bodily pain
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and by a sull fiercer contest with the ancient foe, cutung hun
off from mankind for that space of tume. But when calin
weather was restored and we returned to the island, we found
that he had gone out of his monastery and was siting in the
dwelling in which we used to stay. And because some urgent
matter compelled the brethren who came with me to return
to the neighbouriny shore, I myself remained on the island and
immediately set about ministering to the father. So I warmed
some water and bathed his foot which, owingtoa long-smndmg
swelling, now had an ulcer on it and, as it was suppuratng,
required treatment. | also warmed some wine and brought 1t
and asked him to taste it; for I saw by his face that he was
greatly wearied both by lack of food and by disease. When
I had finished my ministradons, he sat down quictly again on
the couch and | sat near him. Since he was silent, | said: ‘I sce,
my lord bishop, that you have been greatly afflicted by illness
since we lefe you; and I marvel that you would not suffer us,
when we went away, 1o leave some of our brethren here to

nunister to you.” But he said: ‘It happened through the
providence and will of Gg_d that, desarute of human sociery
and help, 1 should suffer some afflicions. For after you departed
from me, my sickness immediately began to grow worse; and
so lleft my dwelling-place and came in here in order that those
of vou who came to munister to me could find me here and
not be compelled to enter my dwelling. And since I came hither
and composed my limbs on this couch, 1 have not strred from
here, but for five days and nights I have remained in this place
without moving.” T said to him: ‘And how, my lord bishop,
could you live thus? Surely you have not been so long without
taking food?" Then he drew back the coverlet of the bed on
which he was scated and showed me_five onions concealed
below and said: “This was my food during these five days; for
as often as my mouth was parched and bumed through excess
of dryness and thirst, I sought to refresh and cool myself by
tasting these.” And indeed somewhat less than half of one of
the onions seemed to have been nibbled away. And further-
more he added: *My adversaries have never persecuted me so
frequently, during all the time I have been living on this island,
as during these five days.” 1 did not dare to ask what were
the tempuanons of which he spoke. T only asked him to allow
some ofrus to wait on him. He consented and kept with him
some of our brethren, amongst whom was the priest Beda
the clder, who was always accustomed to render him inomate
service, and so knew all about all the gifts he had given and
the presents he had received; for this reason Cuthbert greatly
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desired him to remain with him, in order that, if he had not
made a fitung return for any gifts he had reccived, Beda might
remind him of it, so that, before he died, he might restore
to cach one his own. Morcover he specially named another
brother to be amongst his servants. This man had long been
very ill with diarthoca and could not be cured by the
physicians; but was worthy, by merit of his picty, prudence
and scriousness, to be a wimess of the last words that the
man of God should speak and of the manner in which he
departed to be with the Lord. Meanwhile, having returncd
home, 1 told the brethren that the venerable father had ordered
that he should be buned in his own island. *Bur’, 1 said,
‘it scems to me much more proper and worthy that we
should win his permission to bring his body here and bury
it with fitung honour in the church.” My words pleascd them
and we came to the bishop and asked him, saying: ‘ We did
not dare, my lord bishop, to despisc your commands m
bidding us bury you here; nevertheless it seemed right to us
to ask you to consider us worthy to bring you to oursclves
and to have you with us. He said: ‘It was my desire that
my body should rest here where, to some small cxtent, I have
fought my fight for the Lord, where I desire to fuush my
course, and where 1 hope that I shall be raised up to reccive
the crown of righteousness from the righteous Judge. But
I also think that it will be more expedient for you that I should
remain here, on account of the influx of fugigves and guiley
men of every sort, who will perhaps flee to my body because,
unworthy as I am, reports about me as a servant of God have
nevertheless gone forth; and you will be compelled very fre-
quently to intercede with the powers of this world on behalf
of such men, and so will be put to much trouble on account
of the presence of my body.” But after we had pleaded with
him earnesdy and long, and had declared that labour of this
kind would be pleasing and light to us, at length the man of
God spoke words of counsel. ‘If’, he said, ‘you wish to set
aside my plans and to take my body back there, it scems best
that you entomb it in the interior of your church, so that while

you yourselves can visit my scpulchre when you wish, it may
be in your power to decide whether any of those who come
thither should approach it.” We gave him thanks on our
bended knees for his permission and his counsel and, returning
home, we did not ccase from that rime forth to visit him very

frequentdy.”



CuaprTer XXXVIUL How though sick himself he healed lus

attendant of diarrhoea

**And when his illness increased and he saw that the ume of
his departure was at hand, he commanded that he should be
carried back to his littde dwelling-place and oratory; it was now
the third hour of the day. So we carried him thither because,
owing to the pain of his disease, he could not walk. But when
we came to the door, we asked him that he would allow one
of us to enter with him to minister to him; nl(h()ugh for many
vears no one except himself had entered it. And looking round
us all, he saw the brother whom I mentioned before, who
suffered from diarrhoea, and he said: ‘Let Walhstod’ (for
that was the brother’s name) ‘enter with me.” He remained
instde with him unal the ninth hour, and then he came out and
called me saying : *The bishop has commanded you to enter.
And I can tell you some very wonderful news, for since I went
m there and touched the bishop when about to take him nto
the oratory, 1 forthwith felt that all my affliction and long-
standing infirmity had left, me.” Nor can it be doubted that
this was brought about by the dispensation of the heavenly
grace, so that he who had healed many before this, while he was
well and strong, should when at the point of death also cure
this man in order that by this sign too it might be plain how
strong the holy man was in spirit, though he was weak
bodv. And in this cure truly he followed the example of the
most holy and most reverend father and bishop, Aurchius
Augusanus; for when he was afflicted by the disease from which

he died and was lying on his bed, there came a certain man
beanng a sick friend, who asked him to lay his hands on him
in order that he might be hcaled. But the bishop said: “If
I could do anything in these matters, 1 should surely have done
something for myself first of all." The man who had come sad
again: ‘I have been bidden to visit you for I received a command
in my sleep: * Go to Bishop Augustine in order that he may place
his hand upon him and he shall be made whole™.” When
Augusance heard this, he forthwith placed his hand upon the
sick man and blessed him, and without delay sent the man

back healed to his own home.””

CuarTer XXXIX. Of his last commands to his brethren and how,
when he had reccived the viaticum, he yielded up his spirit in prayer

*“Now"”, he said, *l entered in to him about the ninth hour
of the day and I found him lying in a comer of his oratory,

oppostte to the aluar; so I sat down by him. He did not say
much because the weight of his afflicion had lessened his power
of speech. But when 1 asked him very earnestly what words
he would bequeath and what last farewell he would leave the
brethren, he began to utter a few weighty words about peace
and humility, and about being on our guard against those who
would rather fight such things than delight in them. He said:
“Always keep peace and divine chariry amongst yoursclves;
and when necessity compels you to take counsel abour your
affairs, see to it most carnestly that you are unanimous in
your counsels. But also have mutual agreement with other
servants of Christ and do not despise those of the houschold
of faith who come to you for the sake of hospitality, but see
that you receive such, keep them, and send them away with
friendly kindness, by no means thinking yourselves better than
others who are your fellows in the same faith and manner of life.

But have no communion with those who dcpart from the
unity of the catholic peace, either in not celebradng Easter at
the proper tme or in evil living. And you are to know and
remember that if necessity compels you to choose one of two
evils, I would much rather you should take my bones from the
tomb, carry them with you and departng from this place
dwell wherever God may ordain, than that in any way you
should consent to iniquity and put your necks under the
yoke of schismatcs. Strive to learn and to observe most
diligently the catholic statutes of the fathers; and pracusc
wui zeal those rules of regular discipline which the divine
mercy has deigned to give you through my ministry. For
I know that, although I seemed contemptible to some while
I lived, yet, after my death, you will see what 1 was and
how my teaching is not to be despised.” These and like
words the man of God said at intervals, because, as we have
said, the stress of his sickness took from him the power of
spcaking much. He passed a quiet day in the expectation of
his future bhss, unal the evening; and he also continued quictly
in prayer through a night of watching. But when the accus-
tomed ume of mghtly prayer arrived, he received from me the
sacraments of salvation and fordfied himself for his death,
which he knew had now come, by the communion of the
Lord’s body and blood; and, raising his eyes to heaven and
stretching out his hands aloft, he sent forth his spirit in the very
act of praising God to the joys of the heavenly Kingdom.”



Cuapter XL. How, in accordance with the prophecy of the psalm
which they had been singing when he died, the Lindisfarne brethren
were attacked, but, with the help of the Lord, were protected

"lﬁ;i;;c—dElcly went out and announced his death to the
brethren who had passed the night in watching and prayers,
and then were by chance, according to the order of lauds.
singing the fifty-ninth psalm, which begins, *O God, thou hast
cast us off and hast broken us down; thou hast been angry and
hast had compassion on us.” Without delay one of them ran
out and hit two torches: and holding one in cach hand, he went
on to some higher ground to show the brethren who were 1n
the Lindisfarne monastery that his holy soul had gone to be
with the Lord: for this was the sign they had agreed upon
amongst themselves to noufy his most holy death. When the
brother had seen it, who had been keeping watch and awaiung
the hour of this event far away in the watch-tower of the
island of Lindisfarne opposite, he quickly ran to the church
where the whole assembly of the brethren were gathered to-
gether celebratng the office of the nightly psalm-singing; and
it happened that they also, when he entered, were singing the
above-mentioned psalm. This indeed was ordained by divine
providence, as the event showed. For after the man of God
was buried, so great a blast of trial beat upon that church that
many of the brethren chose to depart from the place rather
than be in the midst of such dangers. But after a year, when
Eadberht had been ordained to the bishopric, a man of great
virtues and wondcrfully learned in the scriptures, and greatly
given to works of chanty, the storms and disturbances were
driven away; then if I may use the words of Scripture, *The
Lord did build up Jerusalem’—that is the vision of peace—
‘and gathered together the outcast of Isracl. He healed the
broken in hcart and bound up their wounds’, so that it was then
given to them openly to understand what the psalm meant
which they were singing when they heard of the death of the
blessed man—namely that, after his death, his fellow—citizens
were to be cast off and broken down, but after the manifestanon
of the wrath that threatened them, they would forthwith be
revived by the divine mercy. And he who examines it again will
sce how well the rest of the psalm agrees with the same sense.

We placed the body of the venerable father on the ship, and
bore it to the island of Lindisfarne. It was received by a great
company who came to meet it and by choirs of singers, and
placed in a stone sarcophagus in the church of the blessed
aposte Peter on the right side of the altar.™

CHarTER XLI. How a demoniac boy was healed by an infusion

of some of that soil on which was poureJ the water whercin his body

had been bathed

But not even when the servant of Christ was dcad and buned,
did miracles of healing cease, such as he had wrought when he
was alive. For it happened that a certain boy on the Lindisfarne
estate was vexed by a most cruel demon, so that he had com-
pletely lost his reason, and cried out, howled and tried to tear
in pieces with his teeth both his'own limbs and whatever he
could reach. A priest was sent from the monastery to the
demoniac boy; and although he had been accustomed to put
impure spirits to flight by the grace of exorcism, he could
nevertheless do nothing to help the possessed boy; so he coun-
selled the boy’s father to put huim on a cart and bear him to the
monastery and to pray to the Lord for him at the relics of the
blessed martyrs which are there. The father did as he was
advised; but the holy martyrs of God would not grant him
the cure that was sought, in order that they might show what
a high place Cuthbert held amongst them. When, therefore,
the insane boy horrified all who saw and heard him by howling,
groaning and gnashing his teeth, and there was no one who
could think ofsany kind of remedy, then one of the pnests,
being instructed in spirit that he could be healed by the help
of the blessed father Cuthbert, came sccretly to the place n
which he knew that the water had been poured wherein his

dead body had been washed. Taking a small parucle of tne
earth, be put it in water and brought it to the patent,
pouring it into his mouth, which was gaping wide 1n a horrible
manner, and uttering fearful and lamentable cries. But as soon
as he touched the water, he restrained his cries, shut his mouth
and his eyes which before were wide open, bloodshot and
furious, while his head and his whole body sank nto repose.
He also passed the night in quiet sleep, and in thc moming
awoke from both sleep and madness, realising that he had been
freed from the demon by which he was oppressed through the
merics and the intercession of the blessed Cuthbert. It was
a wonderful and delightful spectacle for all good men, to sce
the son sound in health going round the holy places with his
father and returning thanks with sound mind for the help of
the saints, when the day before, on account of his insaniry,
he did not know who he was or where he was. And with the
whole company of the brethren standing by, lookmng on and
congratulaong him, he gave praises to our Lord God and
Saviour Jesus Christ as he knele at the relics of the martyrs



and, bemng freed from the scourge of the enemy and at length
made stronger in faith than he was before, he returned home.
The pit1s sall shown to-day into which that memorable bath
of water was poured—it 1s in the form of a square with a border
of wood on all sides and filled up with pebbles; and 1t 1s more-
over ncar the church in which his body rests, on the south side.
And it happened from that ume, by God’s permussion, that
many miracles of healing took place by means of those same
stones or with some of that earth.

.,»»——:_~\
Q CHAPTER XLIL) How }ns body was found l(tmrmpt

_—Cleven years aficne ards
V.._’I/

But the divine Providence wished to show sull further in what
glory the holy man lived after hus death, whose sublime life had
been attested before his death by frequent signs and muracles;

so He put it into the hearts of the brethren, eleven years
after his burial, to take his bones—which they expected to
find quite dry, the rest of the body, as is usual with the dead,
having decayed away and turned to dust—and to put them
in a hight chest in the same place, but above the floor, so that
they might be worthily venerated. When they reported their
decision to Eadberht their bishop, about the middle of Lent,
he consented to their plan and ordered them that they should
remember to do it on the day of his bunal, which is the
20th of March. They did so; and opening the sepulchre, they
found the body intact and whole, as if it were sall alive,
and the joints of the limbs flexible, and much more like
a slecping than a dead man. Moreover all his garments, n
which he had been clothed, were not only undefiled but
seemed to be perfectly new and wondrously bright. When they
saw this, they were struck with great fear and trembling, so
that they hardly dared to say anything or even to look upon
the miracle which was revealed, and scarcely knew what to
do. But they took away the outer garments to show the
miracle of his incorrupton, for they did not dare to touch what
was nearest the skin; and they hastened to relate to the bishop
what they had found. He happened to be in solitude in a place
remote from the monastery, surrounded on every hand by the
sca at flood dde. Here he always used to spend the time of
Lent as well as forty days before the Lord's birthday, in decp
devoton, with abstinence, prayers and tears. In this place
also his venerable predecessor Cuthbert, before he went to
Farne, as we have explained above, for a while fought for the
Lord in solitude. So they brought him part of the clothes

that had enwrapped the holy body. He joyfully received these
gifts and gladly listened to the story of the miracles, kissing
the garments with great affection, as though they were sull

wrapped round the father’s body; and he said: “Put fresh

garments around the body instecad of those which you have
taken away, and then replace it in the chest which you have
prepared. For I know most assuredly that the place which has
been consecrated by the virtue of so great a heavenly miracle
will not long remain empry. And greatdy blessed is he to
whom the Lord, the author and giver of true blessedness, shall
deign to grant a place of rest therein. And as he marvelled,
he added words which I once put into verse, saying:

What tongue the heavenly gifts of God can tell?
What car the joys of Paradise can hear,

Unal within heaven’s starry ciradel
The Lord in mercy granes us to appear,

Who now adomns these lifcless limbs with grace,
Fair pledges of good things that know no end?
Blest home! how great a guest shines in this place,
Free from all stain, where joy and glory blend!

With ease, Omnipotent, his blest remains,
Thou bidst corrupaon’s gnawing tooth to spare—
Thou, who couldst keep thy prophet in the reins
Of the great whale three days, then to the air
Open a path to light, even from death’s jaws—
Couldst save fair Hebrews from Chaldean flame,
Or, forry vears, fleemng from Egypt, cause
Thy people’s robes to be renewed; the same
Who, when the angelic rrumpers shake chis carth
Shall from our ashes give our limbs rebirch.”

When the bishop had finished saying these things with many
tears and great emodon, the brethren did as he had com-
manded: they wrapped the body in a new garment and, putung
it in a light chest, they placed it on the floor of the sanctuary.

CuapTer XLIL. How the body of Eadberht was placed in
xh( lomb oj’ the man of God, and the sarcophagus of the saint
pla(('d upon it

Meanwhile Bishop Eadberht, beloved of God, was attacked
by a fell discase and, as the violence of the illness increased
trom day to day, he himself not long afterwards, that is on the
sixth of May, went to be with the Lord: and thus he won from
Him the boon that he sought most earnesdy, namely, that he
mught depart from the bodv not by sudden death, but worn out



by a long sickness. His body was placed in the scpulchre of the
blessed father Cuthbert and they placed over 1t the chest in
which they had put the incorrupt imbs of the same father;
and there even now signs and miracles are not wantng, if
an importunate faith secks for them. Even the garments which
covered his most holy body, whether in life or death, do not

lack the grace of healing.

CHAPTER XLIV. How a sick man was cured
by praying at his tomb

.Now one of the clergy of the most reverend and holy Willi-
brord Clement, the bishop of the Frisians, who had come from
across the sea, after staying there for some days asa guest, fell
grievously ill so chat his affliction increased for a long time and
he lay inahopeless condition. Overcome by the pain, he scemed
as though he could neither live nor die, unal, thinking of a
profitable plan, he said to his servant: *'I beseech you, lead me
to-day, after mass has been celebrated, to worship at the most
sacred body of the man of God” —for it was Sunday—"*for
I hope by virtue of his intercession to be freed from these
tortures, 5o that either 1 may be restored to health in this present
life, or else 1 may dic and artain to cternal hfe.” He did as he
had asked and with no small effort led the sick man, leaning
on his staff, into the church. He bent his knees at the sepulchre
of the most holy father, beloved of God, and with head bowed
to the ground he prayed for recovery; forthwith he felt that
his body had received such strength from that incorrupt body,
that he rose from prayer without any cffort and, without the
help of the servant who had led him or of the staff that had
supported him, he returned to the guesthouse. After a few
days, when his strength was completely restored, he set out on
his intended journey.

CHAPTER XLV. How a paralytic was hcawlfibz his shoes

There was, in a certain monastery not far away, a youth who
was deprived of all use of his limbs by the disease which the
Greeks call paralysis. And his abbot, knowing that there were
some very skilled physicians in the monastery at Lindisfarne,
sent him there, asking whether they would if they could provide
some cure for the sick man. On the command of both the
abbot and the bishop, they diligently came to his aid and applied
all the medical skill they possessed, yet they availed nothing

at all; but rather his discase daily grew worse and gradually
he became weaker, until he could hardly move a limb but
only his mouth. But when he lay despaired of and deserted
by the carnal physicians who had long laboured in vain, he
fled to the divine aid of the heavenly Physician, Who, when
sought in truth, “pardoncth all our iniquitics and healeth all
our diseases”’. He therefore asked his servant to bring him somc
porton of the incorruptible relics of the sacred body because
he believed that, by the bounty of the Lord, he might return
to the grace of health through its virtues. And having con-
sulted the abbot, the servant brought the shoes which had been
upon the feet of the man of God in the scpulchre and put them
upon the nerveless feet of the sick man—for the paralysis had
farst seized him in his feet. He did this at the beginning of the
night when the tme for rest had come; immcdiately the sick
man fell nto a calm sleep and, as the silence of the dead of
night came on, first one and then the other foot began to
twitch, so that the servants, who were awake and watching,
clearly perceived that the desired restoration had been given
by means of the healing powers of the saint’s relics, and that
it would pass from the soles of his feet throughout his other
limbs. And when the accustomed signal for the nighdy prayer
sounded through the monastery, he was aroused by the sound
and sat up. Without delay the sinews and all the joints of
his limbs were strengthened with inward power, the pain was
banished, and he rose u realising that he had been healed, and
spent the whole time otPthc nightly psalm-singing, or matuns,
standing up and giving thanks to the Lord. When morning
came he went to the church and, with cveryone watching and
congratulating him, he went round the holy places praying
and offering the sacrifice of praise to his Saviour. And it came
to pass, by a most happy turn of events, that he who had been
carried there on a cart with all his body paralysed, returned
home by himself safe and sound, with all his limbs under control
and strong. Hence it is profitable to remember that this is
the unchanging right hand of the Most High, whose wonders,
memorable from of old, cease not to shine in the world.

CuaPTER XLVL. How the hermit Felgild was cured of
a swelling i'lﬂ'fl“ffﬁl,_’l"’ covering of his wall

I think that I ought not to pass over a certain heavenly miracle
which the divine mercy showed by mcans of the fragments of
the most holy oratory in which the venerable father used to
fight in solitude for the Lord. But whether this ought to be
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ascribed to the merits of the same blessed father Cuthbert or
of his successor Acthilwald, a man equally devoted to God,
He knows who judges the heart. Nor does any reason forbid
us to believe that 1t was wrought by the merits of both,
accompanied also by the faith of the most reverend father
Felgild, through whom and in whom the miracle of healing,
to which 1 refer, was wrought. He is the third heir of that
dwelling and of that spintual warfare and to-day, more than
seventy years of age, he awaits the end of the present bic,
cagerly longing for the life to come. Now when Cuthbert
the man of God had been translated to the heavenly kingdom,
Acthilwald began to inhabit the island and the hermiage, after
having for many years previously been tested by the mon-
asuc life, and having duly risen to the heights of the hermit life.
He found that the walls of that same oratory which had been
made of planks not too carcfully joined together, had been
loosened through age, and the planks had come apart and
allowed casy access to stormy winds. But the venerable
Cuthbert who sought the splendour of a heavenly mansion
rather than of any cartlily habitaton, used to take straw or
clay or whatever material of that kind he could find and stuft
up the cracks, so that he might not be hindered from the
fervour of his prayers by the daily violence of rain or wind.
When therefore Acthilwald entered the place and saw thus,
he asked the brethren who used to visit him for the skin ot
a calf, and fixed it with nails in the corner in which he and his
predecessor Cuthbert used most often to stand or kneel
prayer; and so he kept out the violence of the storms. But after
he had spent twelve years there conanuously and had entered
upon the joy of heavenly bliss, and Felgild the third hermit had
begun to mhabit this place, Eadinith the most reverend bishop
of the church at Lindisfarne decided to restore the oratory from
is foundadons, since it was falling to pieces through age.
When the work was finished, many devout persons asked
Felgild, the blessed warrior of Christ, to give them some poruon
of the relics of the holy father Cuthbert beloved of God, or of
his successor Acthilwald. He determined to give this same skin
to those who asked him, dividing it in pieces. But before he
gave it to others, he first tried upon himself what virtue it had.
Now his face was covered with a disfiguring redness and swell-
ing, and even before, when he had lived a communal life
among the brethren, the symptoms of this illness were clearly
seen upon his face. But when he went into solitude he pracused

greater abstinence and took less care of his body, and being
shut up as it were in long capuvity, he enjoyed more rarely
the warmth of the sun and the breath of the wind: thus has
atflicton increased, and the inflamed swelling covered the whole
of his face. And fearing lest perhaps, owing to the heaviness
of his affliction, he would have to give up his solitary life and
take to communal life again, he hoped with the boldness of
faith to be cured by the aid of those whose dwelling he rejoiced
to inhabit, and whose manner of life he rejoiced to imitate. So
he put a part of this same skin into water and washed his face
with it, and immediately all the swelling which had covered
it and the loathsome scab departed. This was first told me
by a certain devout priest of this monastery at Jarrow who
affirmed that he first knew Felgild’s face in 1ts swollen and
deformed state, and afterwards had felt 1t with his hands
through the window after it was healed. And Felgild humsclf
rclated it afterwards, adding that it took place as the priest
had narrated, and that from that ame although he remained
shut up as before for many years, his face had alwavs been
free from this affliction, through the grace of Almighty God
who, in this present age, 1s wont to heal many, and, in ume to
come, will heal our discases of mind and body; for he sausfies
our desire with good things and crowns us for ever *with
lovingkindness and tender mercies”.

End of the book of the life and muracles of St Cuth-
bert, Bishop of Lindisfarne. Amen.
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The Dream of the Ruod

Hear while I 11 about the best of dreams
Which came to me the middle of one night
While humankind were sleeping in their beds.

[t was as though [ saw a wondrous tree
Towering in the sky suffused with light,
Brightest of beams; and all that beacon was
Covered with gold. The corners of the earth
Gleamed with fair jewels, just as there were five
Upon the cross-beam. Many bands of angels,
Fair throughout all eternity, looked on.

No felon's gallows that, but holy spirits,
Mankind, and all this marvellous creation,
Gazed on the glorious tree of victory.

And [ with sins was stained, wounded with guilt.
I saw the tree of glory brightly shine

In gorgeous clothing, all bedecked with gold.
The Ruler’s tree was worthily adorned

With gems; yet T could see beyond that gold
The ancient strife of wretched men, when first

Upon its right side it began to bleed. )Ea,s V.ee ot
[ wak BT e Ve with Shrsows, and altaid )

At the fair sight. I saw that lively beacon
Changing its clothes and hues; sometimes it was
Bedewed with blood and drenched with flowing gore,
At other times it wus bedecked with treasure,
‘So I lay watching there the Saviour’s tree, «”
Gnevmg in spirit for a long, lung while,
Until I heard it utter sounds, the best

f woods began to speak these words to me:

‘It was long past-—1 still remember it -
That I was cut down at the copse’s end,

d,;ch/J
& wM

[Aw‘f )

M U{'D}Q'ffcl
Moved from my roots. Strong enemies there took me,

b =

| -
Told me to hold aloft their criminals, | v
Made me a spectacle. Men carricd me tre

Upon their shoulders, set me on a hill,

A host of enemies there fastened me.

And then I saw the Lord of all mankind
Hasten with eager zeal that He might mount
Upon me. I durst not against God’s word
Bend down or break, when I saw tremble all
The surface of the earth. Although [ might
Have struck down all the foes, yet stoud [ fast.
Then the young hero (who was God Almighty)
Got ready, rc_sammgf?ang in heart.

He climbed onto the lofty gallows-tree,

Bold in the sight of many watching mn,
When He intended to redeem mankind.

[ trembled as the warrior embraced me.

But still I dared not bend down to the earth,
Fall to the ground. Upright I had to stand.

|
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And I may heal all those in awe of me.
C\E:f;

pel
A rood | was raised up; and I held high
The noble King, the Lord of heaven above.
[ dared not stoop. They pierced me with dark nula
The scars can still be clearly seen on me,
The open wounds of malice. Yet might [
Not harm them. They reviled us both together.
[ was made wet all over with the blood

Which poured out from His side, after He had <
Sent forth His s Spirit. “"And I underwent 35
Full many a dire experience on that hill. %
I saw the God of hosts stretched grimly out. Y
Darkness covered the Ruler’s corpse with clouds, (ﬁ\L
His shining beauty; shadows passed across, :
Black in the darkness. All creation wept, N
Bewailed the King's death; Christ wus on the cross. \‘F
And yet I saw men coming from afar, /'\

Hastemng to the Prmce [ watuhud it all.

Yet willingly [ bent to thos( men's h.mds,

Humbly. They took up there Almighty God,

And from the heavy torment lifted Him.

The soldiers left me standing drenched with moisture,
Wounded all over with the metal points.

They laid Him down limb-weary; then they stood
Beside the corpse’s head, there they bLeheld

The Lord of heaven, and He le rested there ! /,,,/
A while, tired after the great agony. c,ﬁ(,,f

The men then made a sepulchre for Him vetovn

In sight of me. They carved it of bright stone, ™ .

And set therein the Lord of victories.
Next, wretched in the eventide, they sang
A dirge for Him; and when they went away,
Weary from that great Prince, He stayed, alone.
Yet we remained there weeping in our places
A good long time after the warriors’ voices
Had passed away from us. The corpse grew cold,
The fair abode of life. Then men began
To cut us down. That was a dreadful fate.
In a deep pit they buried us. But friends
And servants of the Lord Tearnt where | was,
And decorated me with gold and silver. Jve lies
Now you may understand, dear v warrior,
That I have suffered deeds of wicked men
And grievous sorrows. Now the time has come
That far and wide on earth men honour me,
And all this great and glorious creati

to this beac ffer prayers§0n me
The Son of God once suffered; therefore now
[ tower mighty underneath the heavens,

poY %
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Once [ became the cruellest of tortures,
Most hateful to all nations, till the time
I opened the right way of life for men.
So then the Prince of glory honoured me,
And heaven’s King exalted me ahove
All other trees, just as \Imxghty God
Raised uf up ) His mother Mary for all men
Above all other women in the world.

w\gﬂ

hat you reveal this vision to mankind,

eclare in words this is the tree-of-glery
On which Almighty God once suffered torments
For mankind’s many sins, and for the dc.eds
_Of Adam long ago. He tasted death
Thnreon and yet the Lord arose again
By His great might to come to human aid.

He rose to heaven. And the Lord [Himself,

\e/}ﬁﬂ"’ Eibw, my dear warrior, I order you

ﬂf{ T

/%;i W’
t)‘

A Almighty God and all His angels with Him,

3 Will come onto this earth again to seek
‘\1 inkind on Doomsday, when the final Judge
Will gne His verdict upon every man,

R What in this fleeting life he shall have earned.

S Nor then may any man be without fear

About the words the Lord shall say to him.

Before all He shall ask where that man is

Who for God’s name would suffer bitter death

As formerly He did upon the cross.

Then will they be afraid, and few will know

What they may say to Christ. But there need none

Be fearful if he bears upon his breast

The best of tokens. Through the cross each soul §
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May journey to the heavens from this earth,
Who with the Ruler thinks to go and dwell.’
prayed then to the cross with joyous heart
And eagerness, where I was all alone,
Companionless; my spirit was inspired
With keenness for departure; and [ spent
Much time in longing. Now my hope in life
Is that T may approach the tree of triumph
Alone more often than all other men,
Honour it well; my wish for that is great
Within my heart, and my hope for support
[s turned towards the cross. [ have on earth
Vot many noble fric nrh but they have pone
Hence from earth’s joys and sought the King of glury.
With the High IFather now they live in heaven
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wuniap on wuldre;
daga gehwylce

and ic wéne mé
hwenne mé Dryhtnes rad,
be 1c hér on eordan &1 scéawode,
on pysson l&nan life gefetige
and mé ponne gebringe par 1s blis mycel,
dréam on heofonum, p&r is Dryhtnes folc
geseted td synile, p&r is singal blis,
and mé ponne asette F&r ic syppan mot
wunian on wuldre well mid paAm halgum,
dréames brican. Si mé Dryhten fréond,
se 8e hér un cordan &r prowode
on pam gealgtréowe for guman synnum.
Hé s onlysde and s lif forgeaf,
heofonlicne ham. Hiht weas geniwad
mid blédum and mid blisse
Se Sunu was sigorfest
mihtig and spédig, pa Hé mid manigeo com,
gista weorode, on Godes rice,
Anwealda ®lmihtig, englum t3 blisse
and eallum 8am hilgum pam pe on heofonum Zr
wunedon on wuldre, pa heora Wealdend cwdm,
@Imihtig God, p&r His édel was.

on pam sidfate,

pam pe pZr bryne polodan.

And dwell in glory; and I wait each day

For when the cross of God, which here on earth
I formerly beheld, may fetch me from

This transitory life and carrv me

“To where Yuere is great bliss and joy in heaven,
Where the Lord's host is seated at the feast,
And it shall set me where [ afterwards

May dwell in glory, live in lasting bliss
Among the saints. May God be friend to me,
He who once siffered on the gallows tree

On earth here for men's sins. Us He redeemed
And granted us our life and heavenly home.
Hope was renewed with glory and with bliss
For those who suffered burning fires in hell.
The Son was mighty on that expedition,
Successful and victorious; and when

The one Almighty Ruler brought with Him

A multitude of spirits to God’s kingdom,

To bliss among the angels and the souls

Of all who dwelt already in the heavens

In glory, then Almighty God had come,

The Ruler entered into His own land. -
L SerEC into His ow



